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CONGRATULATIONS TO 

 

DEBBIE BACH 

& 

DEB STRAHANOSKI 

 

On the winning of the 

2013 FIREND OF CHILDREN AWARD 

Editor-in-Chief . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Patricia L. Heitman 

 

Send future articles and/or photos to: 

Editor . . . . . . . . é.. . . . . . . . . . . Carol Jablonski  

818 Tamarack Dr, Darien IL 60561 

(630) 963-4771 carolajablonski@att.net 

GFWC Illinois extends  
sincere sympathy to the 

families of:  

Maxine Chandlee,  GFWC Illinois  

Director of Junior Clubs 1970-1972 
 

Rita Jaffe 

District 7, Franklin Park WC 
 

Ruth  and John Craig, on the loss of their son. 

District 4, Belvidere Womanôs Club 
 

Diane Addante, President Elect on the loss of her 

mother-in-law. 
 

Malinda Value on the loss of her son, Dustin. 
 

Russell Deardorff, husband of Mary Deardorff, 

GFWC Illinois President 1986-1988. 
 

Annette Gross on the loss of her husband, John. 
 

Nancy Norman, 

District 12, Morris WC 
 

Anna Kenny 

District 7, Franklin Park WC 
 

Pat Cisco, 

District 19, Decatur WC 
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Trisha Schafer, Director of Junior Clubs 2012-2014 

 
Dear Illinois Junior Club Women & Federation Friends, 

 

What an honor it has been to represent Illinois as your Director of Junior Clubs! 

 

I have thoroughly enjoyed getting to know many of you and to be able to visit your clubsô meetings and events. GFWC 

Illinois IS truly ñMaking The Differenceò! You are all to be commended for the wonderful projects that you do year after 

year to make your communities and world a better place! 

 

I am so excited and looking forward to seeing EWE all at Convention this year, so that once again, we can celebrate your 

accomplishments, reunite with friends from across the state and make new friends in Federation as well! J 

 

For the 2014-2016 administration, I will be serving on the GFWC Board of Directors on the Leadership Committee. This 

is very exciting new journey! After attending the orientation for the 2014-2016 administration, 

your GFWC Leadership ñTeamò has already started sharing our ideas and I am looking forward 

to bringing the Leadership information back to our state and to the Great Lakes Region! 

 

I hope to see many of you at events this spring. 

 

 Thank ñEWEò all for Making the Difference! 

In Federation Friendship & Love ~ Trisha 

Gift of Leadership 

Patricia L. Heitman 

GFWC Illinois President 

2012-2014 

Gifts Of Leadership  

Dear Clubmembers, 

This winter has been taxing for most of us and at this point we hope that the worst is behind us. It is now time to turn our 

thoughts to Annual District Meetings and then to Convention.  The Convention Committee under the direction of Deb 

Strahanoski, Chairman, have completed plans for another fun and exciting Convention. 

 

This issue of the GFWC Illinois Clubwoman magazine has everything that you will need for registering and making  

plans for convention.  Please keep this magazine because it has the convention agenda that you will need during  

Convention. We have strived to provide as much information as possible so that we can save on paper and mailings.  

The proposed revisions for the Resolutions and amendments for the Bylaws are also in this issue.  Please review them.   

If you have any questions, feel free to call or email me. 

 

It has indeed been a pleasure serving as your President.  I am looking forward to seeing you at the District Meetings and at 

Convention.   

 

Thank you again for sharing your ñgifts with GFWC Illinoisò.   -Pat 
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Gifts OF THE FUTURE  

ñIF IT NEEDS TO BE, VOLUNTEERS ARE THE KEYò 

Diane Addante, GFWC Illinois President Elect 
 

The theme for GFWC Illinois 2014-2016 is ñIf It Needs To Be, Volunteers Are The Keyò. I like the 

expression, ñIf itôs going to be, itôs up to meò so this is a spin on that. Whenever there is a need in our 

communities, GFWC Clubwomen eagerly ask ñHow can I help?ò I have seen your generous spirit time  

and time again and it is that spirit I want to convey. Keys open doors that lead to possibilities. Hereôs 

hoping youôll have fun with it! I am honored to serve as your next President and will do so to the very best of 

my abilities. I look forward to working with you and offer my support to you. 
 

I will not be adding a Presidentôs monetary emphasis. My emphasis is ñBeing a Good Citizenò. This encompasses many 

areas, but three are on my radar: 1) Veteranôs  Issues.  To the extent that we can improve the lives of veterans with our 

works, we shall. VA Facilities, Fisher House, Honor Flight, Wounded Warrior, Sew Much Comfortðall fit the bill. 2) 

Legislation. Even before women could vote, we advocated for quality of life issues to protect our families. Legislative 

reform is a huge part of our history and it should be a big part of our legacy. To be informed on issues of the day and to 

act upon them honors the women who came before us. 3) Womenôs Rights, Womenôs History. When you protect wom-

enôs rights, you protect the rights of all. We have a rich history of being the heart and soul of our world. We need to keep 

our history alive so future generations will know our struggles and victories and we must be vigilant to protect the rights 

of women everywhere. 
 

In keeping with the Citizenship theme, the colors of this administration will be Red, White, and Blue. 
 

 

ñIf It Needs To Be, Volunteers Are The Keyò I am so proud to be volunteering with you!  

ñJUST ONE VOICEò 
 

Karyn McCarthy, GFWC Illinois Director Elect of Junior Clubs 
 

The theme for the 2014-2016 GFWC Illinois Junior Organization will be ñJust One Voiceò and the color will be royal purple. I be-

lieve that the GFWC Illinois Juniors understand the power of one. Throughout the years, we have been so fortunate to see exactly 

what can be done because one person had a vision. Whether it is the vision to launch a new club or a statewide project or  a new 

fundraiser, GFWC Illinois Juniors know how to get things done! 
 

As I prepare to become the next Director of Junior Clubs, I realize how very excited I am to serve our great state in this way. Iôve 

long since recognized the strength and power of the members we have here in Illinois. Iôve seen clubs as small as 6 members ac-

complish amazing things, raising thousands of dollars and doing the work of a club 10 times its size. Thatôs because one of them 

stood up and said, ñWe can do it!ò 
 

And we can do it, ladies! We can do whatever we set out to do for our clubs and communities. It doesnôt matter how many members 

we have é or how many sponsors we have for our events. We just need to BELIEVE in each other and in ourselves and we can do 

anything! 

 

During this 2014-2016 administration, my emphasis will be on three outstanding organizations: Childrenôs Research Foundation, 

Prevent Child Abuse Illinois and St. Judeôs Childrenôs Research Hospital. 

Lastly, throughout my time as Director, I hope to re-energize efforts to start more Juniorette clubs throughout 

the state, as well as hold a Juniorette Convention to support the clubs we already have. The young ladies of 

our communities are tomorrowôs volunteers. They have so much promise, determination and most already 

have a deep passion for volunteerism. Why not serve as a mentor to them by forming a new club in your town 

or district? With so many external pressures of balancing school work and extra curricular activities, belong-

ing to a GFWC Illinois Juniorette club can serve as an outlet for them and would be rewarding for all. I urge 

you to give this some thought and reach out to me if your club has an interest in sponsoring a Juniorette club. 

 

Remember, ladies, all it takes is one voice. Shout it out and let it be heard! 



 

 

GFWC Illinois Federation of Womenôs Clubs 

 OFFICIAL CALL  
One Hundred Nineteenth Annual Convention  

ñGifts of GFWCò  
May 15, 16, 17, 2014 

 
Parke Regency  Hotel and Conference Center 

1413 Leslie Drive, Bloomington, Illinois  
(309) 662 -4300  

119th annual Convention  

 
The One Hundred Nineteenth Annual Convention of GFWC 
Illinois Federation of Womenôs Clubs is hereby called for 
May 15, 16, 17, 2014 at the Parke Regency Hotel and Con-
ference Center, Bloomington, Illinois. Session I, Business 
will be called to order at 9:15 a.m. Thursday, May 15, 2014 
by Patricia L. Heitman, President, GFWC Illinois Federa-
tion of Womenôs Clubs. 

 
REPRESENTATION  

ARTICLE VII  
CONVENTIONS 
Section 2. REPRESENTATION 
A. The voting body of GFWC Illinois shall  
       consist of: 

1. Club Delegates. 
 Any member in good standing may  

attend convention as a delegate. 
             2.  Members of GFWC Illinois Junior  

Organization Board of Directors  
 3.  Convention Committee Officers 
 4.  Members of  GFWC Illinois Board of 

Directors  
 5. GFWC Illinois Past Presidents 
 6.  GFWC Illinois Past Director of Junior Clubs  
 

B. Delegates shall pay registration fees for the  
     entire convention to be entitled to vote.  
C. A delegate shall represent only one club and shall 

have only one vote in the annual  
      convention. 
D. Any Club whose member dues are not paid by April 

1st shall be notified and shall not be entitled to rep-
resentation at the annual convention or to receive 
awards, except those clubs admitted at Pre-

Convention Board Meeting. 
  
 Section 3. NON-VOTING MEMBERS/  VISITORS 

A. GFWC Illinois club members paying daily registra-
tion shall be considered non-voting members and 
may attend all sessions occurring on the day(s) 
paid.  

      B.   Non-members attending Convention as a  
guest of a member, a personal guest of the  

 President,  or persons invited to be participants in 
the  convention program shall be referred to as  
visitors.  

C. Visitor badges shall be issued at registration. 
 

Section 4. REGISTRATION 
A, A registration fee shall be required of every delegate 
(except GFWC Illinois Past Presidents) and non-voting 
member attending convention. Registration fees shall be 
waived for visitors.  
B. All election credentials shall be claimed by 7:00 p.m. on 
the day preceding the election. 
C. Registrants must pick up their own credentials. 
 

* * * * *  
 

BRING TO CONVENTION  
Delegates are requested to bring: The Convention Issue of 
the GFWC  Illinois Clubwoman  magazine. 
 
Limited copies of the Convention issue of the GFWC Illinois 
Clubwoman  magazine will  be available at Convention. 

 
       CREDENTIALS / MEAL RESERVATIONS  
The GFWC Illinois Annual Convention Registration Form 
can be found on page 21 & page 22  of this magazine. 
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119th annual Convention  

The Credentials and Meal Reservation Forms have been 
combined.  The Annual Convention Registration Form 
should be filled out and mailed with check payable to GFWC 
Illinois to:  

Michelle Schultz, Convention Treasurer 
                   828 W Reynolds St 
                   Pontiac IL 61764 
Registration Form must be postmarked on or before April 
15, 2014. 
 
Registration Fee is $25.00. Registration Fee for late regis-
tration (those postmarked April 16 and later) is $40.00.  
Non-voting members may register for one or more days at 
$15.00 per day or $25.00 for the entire convention.  
 
PLEASE NOTE: All delegates must pick up their credentials 
by 7:00 p.m. on Friday, May 16, 2014. 
 
Registration fee of the GFWC Illinois Past Presidents shall 
be waived. 
 

HOTEL RESERVATIONS  
All sessions of the One Hundred Nineteenth Annual Con-
vention of GFWC Illinois Federation of Womenôs Clubs will 
be held at the Park Regency Hotel and Conference Center,  
1413 Leslie Lane, Bloomington Illinois 61704. 
 
The Hotel Reservation Form can be found on page 25.  Res-
ervations may be made by calling (309) 662-4300. Please 
remember to mention GFWC Illinois Federation of Womenôs 
Clubs when making your reservation. 
 
Per night rates are $89.00 plus applicable taxes for a  Queen 
(2 beds), King, King with sofa bed, or King with sofa bed and 
whirlpool.  
 
Deadline for hotel reservations is April 15, 2014. 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORSô MEETING 
The Pre-Convention Meeting for the 2012-2014 Board of 
Directors for GFWC Illinois Federation of Womenôs Clubs 
will be held in Denali Ballroom on Wednesday, May 14, 2014 
from 4:00 p.m. until 5:30 p.m.  

Patricia L. Heitman, President  
GFWC Illinois Federation of Womenôs Clubs 

 
PRE -CONVENTION EVE DINNER  

This pre-convention event ñThe Gift of Team Spiritò will 
boost our spirit for our GFWC Team. It will be hosted by 
Deb Strahanoski  and will set the tone for the 119th Annual 
Convention 
 

BUSINESS SESSIONS  
The One Hundred Nineteenth Annual Convention will offi-
cially open with Session I - Bu siness , on Thursday, May 
16, 2013, beginning at 9:00 a.m. in Denali / Glacier Room. 
 
 

Session IV ï Business on Friday, May 16, 2014 will begin 
at 9:15 a.m. in Denali/Glacier Room. 
Session VI ï Junior Business Session on Friday, May 16, 
2014 will begin at 3:15 p.m. in Denali/Glacier Room.  
Session VIII ï Business on Saturday, May 17, 2014 will 
begin at 9:00 a.m. in Denali/Glacier Room.  
 
Admittance for Business Sessions will by Credential Badge 
only. 
 

FOOD FUNCTION SESSIONS  
A Food Function Session is open to all Delegates and Non-
Voting Members who have purchased a meal ticket for that 
event and who have a  
credential badge. 
 

Opening Luncheon ðSession II ï ñGift of 
Friendshipò hosted by First Ladies of Eleventh Dis-
trict, Joyce Anderson President, and will  begin at 12:00 
Noon on Thursday, May 15, 2014 in Redwood/Sierra/
Hawthorne Room.  
 
Federation Banquet ðSession III ï ñGifts of Loveò 
will begin at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, May 16, 2014 in the 
Redwood/Sierra/Hawthorne Ballroom. Sarah Austiff, Wom-
anôs Club  of Kankakee, District 8 will host this evening hon-
oring our Past State Presidents and our International Offic-
ers. During the social hour prior to the banquet, members 
will have an opportunity to greet all of the Past State Presi-
dents. Social hour will be begin at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Immediately following the banquet a receiving line will be 
formed so that all members may welcome our GFWC Inter-
national Presidentïelect Babs Condon, GFWC Director of 
Junior Clubs Becky Weber and GFWC Treasurer Deb Stra-
hanoski. 
 
Unity Luncheon ð Session V ï ñGifts of Working 
Togetherò will be hosted by Martha Butler and Marjorie 
Morocco, District 10 and begin at 12:00 Noon Friday, May 
16, 2014 in Redwood/Sierra/Hawthorne Ballroom.  
 
Junior Banquet ðSession VII ðòEwe Are Oneò  will 
be hosted by the Junior Organization Meetings  and Ban-
quets  Chairmen Sandi Lawson and Karla Burns-Anderson 
and begin at 7:00 p.m. Friday, May 16, 2014 in the Red-
wood/Sierra/Hawthorne Ballroom.  
 
Fun Night ï ñThe Gifts of the FiftiesðDanceò can be 
enjoyed by everyone beginning with a social hour at 6:00 
p.m. Dinner will be served at 7:00 p.m. on Friday, May 16, 
2014 in Ballroom 4 & 5.  Betty Koran will be your hostess for 
the evening. 
 
Closing/Installation Luncheon ðSession IX  ï 
ñSharing our Giftsðthe Key to Serviceò will be hosted 
by the members of District 5, Carol Jablonski, President. It 
will begin at 12:00 Noon on Saturday, May 17, 2014 in the 
Redwood/Sierra/Hawthorne Ballroom.  
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119th annual Convention  

 
 
 

 

WORKSHOP  
ñPut Steam in Your Self-Esteemò 

Workshop will be available at 3:15 p.m. 
until 4:15 p.m. on  Thursday, May 15, 2014 
in the Denali/Glacier Ballroom. Jacquelyn 
M. Pierce will be Presenting. Come aboard 
for this leadership workshop which will 
include techniques and skills to become a 
self-starter; self-evaluator; self-lover and 
self-finder! As is the goal of all Jackieôs 
workshops, attendees will be provided the  
necessary train attire, handouts and materials to become a 
presenter of their own workshop entitled  

 ñPut Steam in Your Self -Esteemò. 
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For all of our fun loving members, itôs time to 

pack that poodle skirt, saddle shoes and bobby 

socks and get ready to rock around the clock. 

Join us on  Friday evening, May 16th as we 

board the magic bus to take us back in time to the 

high school gymnasium, circa 1959. Betty  

Koran and her Sock Hop Committee have an 

evening filled with a little bit of trivia and a 

whole lotta shaking, twisting and strolling going 

on and of course a prize for the person(s) wearing the best 

attire depicting the era. So be creative! The records are 

spinning and all we need is you so register 

today.  

ȍNǽIǺAǺǬȔȓS 

We invite you to Tailgate and 

Celebrate! Start your Conven-

tion adventure off with the 

GFWC Illinois Tailgate Party 

ñGift of Team Spiritò   -  

Wednesday, May 14, 2014. 

Donôt forget to wear your favorite team colors or sports appar-

el and join in on the fun!   Deb Strahanoski will be our host-

ess. See you there! -  

Make your Tailgate reservation on the  

Convention Registration Form. 

Pre Convention Eve Dinner 

Babs Condon  

 GFWC President-elect 

Keynote Speaker 

 Opening Luncheon 
 

Babs is a third-generation GFWC club-

woman, who has been an active  

member of GFWC Maryland for more 

than 29 years. She belongs to GFWC 

Junior Womanôs Club of Westminster 

and GFWC Womanôs Club of  West-

minster serving her clubs, district and state with distinction, 

holding numerous offices, program and special project chair-

manships. 
 

Babs served as GFWC Director of Junior Clubs 1998-2000 

and presently serves as GFWC President-elect. 
 

While serving as the 2002-2004 GFWC Maryland President, 

Babs placed special emphasis on membership and volunteer-

ing and continues this passion in her 18th year as the advisor 

for a GFWC Juniorette club that she started in 1994. 

 

Babs is a graduate of West Virginia Wesleyan College, with 

graduate work at the University of Kentucky and Western 

Maryland College. She married Jerry (the boy next door) in 

1978, taught for several years before having two wonderful 

sons and starting on the path of a professional volunteer. 

FUN NIGHT 

ñThe Gift of the Fifties . . . Danceò 

INSTALLATION RECEPTION 

ñThe Key to GFWC Illinois is Youò 
 

The members of GFWC Illinois Fifth District cordially 

invite you for tea  and light dessert following the Installa-

tion Ceremony on Saturday, May 17, 2014 . GFWC Illi-

nois President Diane Addante and the 

newly elected Executive Officers would 

like the opportunity to greet you and show 

our appreciation for your service to our 

organization. Please be sure to come by 

and have a óspot of teaô with us! 

SPEAKERS 

 

Rebecca Weber 

GFWC Director of Junior Clubs 

Keynote Speaker 

Unity Luncheon/Junior Banquet 

 
 

Rebecca ñBeckyò Weber has been a  

member of GFWC Illinois Metamora-Germantown Hills 

Junior Womanôs Club for 24 years. She has served her 

club, district, and state in a variety of chairmanships and 

GFWC Illinois  Director of Junior Clubs 2004-2006. She 

is presently GFWC Director of Junior Clubs. 



 

 

119th annual Convention  
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Becky has dedicated her life to volunteering: teacherôs aide, 

room mother, St. Maryôs PTO, Snyder Village Nursing Home, 

Citizens Advisory Council. She leads the St. Maryôs Guitar 

Group; volunteers at Metamora Township High School Special 

Ed Resource Room; and is an active CASA volunteer. She 

plays Taps for military funerals and is an honorary member of 

the Key Volunteer Network with the 6th ESB, Company C 

Marines, Peoria, Illinois. 
 

She has been married to Mike for 34 years and they have four 

wonderful children and two beautiful grandchildren. 

 

Roy Harley 

Executive Director PCA Illinois 

Keynote Speaker 

Federation Banquet 
 

ñCelebrating 20 years of partnershipò will be 

the theme of Roy  Harleyôs keynote address. 

Roy is Executive Director of Prevent Child 

Abuse Illinois. PCA Illinois is a statewide 

non profit agency providing education and public awareness, 

training and technical assistance, and policy advocacy related to 

child abuse and neglect. 
 

Roy has a BA from the University of Toledo,  an MA in Anthro-

pology from University of Illinois, Champaign, and a Masters 

Degree in Theological Studies from Quincy University. He has 

37 years of experience in child abuse prevention including 17 

years as Executive Director of the Child Abuse Council, Moline 

and 16 years at PCA Illinois. He has been involved in several 

statewide initiatives; he was the Illinois recipient of the U.S.  

Department of Health and Human Services Administration on 

Children, Youth and  Families Commissionerôs Award in 2003. 

 

Roy is an ordained deacon serving St. Agnes Parish, Springfield. 

He and his wife, Patricia reside in Springfield; they have five 

adult children and nine grandchildren. 

Jill Savage 

Inspirational Speaker 

Session I Business 
 

Jill Savage is an author and speaker who 

is passionate about encouraging families. She is the author of 

seven books including My Hearts at Home, Real Moms, and 

her most recent bestselling release  No More Perfect Moms. 
 

Featured on Focus on the Family, Crosswalk.com and as the 

host of the Heartbeat radio program, Jill is the founder and 

director of Hearts at Home, an organization that encourages 

moms. Jill and her husband, Mark, have five children, three 

who are married, two granddaughters and one grandson. They 

make their home in Normal, Illinois. 

Illinois Leadership Seminar 

Session VIII Business 
Illinois  Leadership Seminars is a not-for-profit organization 

that exists to make a difference and teach life-long leader-

ship skills to high school students in Illinois who  

demonstrate a  spark of leadership.  

 

Chris óHopperô Oehler President is an alumni 

of the program and has been a volunteer with 

the organization for over 20 years. He has 

served in many capacities. Hopper received 

his BS in Mechanical Engineering from 

Northwestern University. He has enjoyed a 15 

year career in the aerospace industry with Woodward MPC. 

 

Kristin Nichels has been volunteering with ILS 

for over 13 years after first becoming involved 

as a Senior Coach; she has held many roles and 

is currently serves as Corporate Board Alumni 

Advisor and Seminar Director of Staff. Kristin 

has a BA in Communications from Northwestern 

University; currently working as a Product Specialist at NPD 

Group. 

 

Austin Walker after his 7 year involvement is 

now the Recruitment Director on the Seminar 

Planning Committee. In addition to ILS, he 

interacts with  seminars in other starts through 

the National Society for Youth Leadership 

(NSYL). He will graduate from University of 

Illinois, Champaign in June with a BA in Actuarial Science. 

                  Judith Valente 

Author 

Session VIII Business 
 

Judith Valente is an award-winning author, 

journalist and poet. Her most recent books 

include ñAtchison Blue: Search for Silence, a 

Spiritual Home and a Living faith,  winner of 

best spirituality book at the 2013 Great Mid-

west Book Festival, and ñThe Art of Pausing: 

Meditations for the Overworked and Overwhelmedò. 
 

Ms. Valente began her journalism career at the age of 21 at The 

Washington Post and subsequently wrote for The Wall Street 

Journal in that paperôs Chicago and London bureaus. She was  

twice a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize in journalism, most recently 

in 1993 for her front-page story in The Wall Street Journal, chron-

icling the story of a religiously conservative business executive 

caring for his son dying of AIDS. 
 

She holds a B.A. in English and classical languages from St. Pe-

terôs University in  Jersey City, NJ and a Masters in Fine Arts in 

creative writing from the School of the Art Institute, Chicago. She 

is married to Illinois Circuit Court Judge Charles Reynard, also a 

writer. The couple lives in Chicago and Normal, Illinois. 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

119th annual Convention  
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Mark Demmin II 

Singer 

Session IX   

Closing/Installation Luncheon 
 

Mark Demmin II was born  in Peoria to 

an accomplished musical family and  

began singing at age four. He is a robust 

lyric baritone, reminiscent of Golden age 

vocalists Billy Eckstein and Johnny  

Desmond. He sings the great standards of the American Songbook 

of the 1920ôs to the 1950ôs but has a wide repertoire and can vary 

his program to accommodate specific requests. He has sung with 

many notable artists, most  recently the Larry Harris Trio, featuring 

Rusty Jones, and jazz organists Tony Thomas and tony Monaco. 

Mark has performed for the Past President Club of DuPage County 

and the Clarendon Hills Womanôs Club. 
 

Mark has a love of historic architecture and its preservation. His 

current goal is to save Peoriaôs last remaining movie palace, The 

Madison Theater. Built in 1921, the Madison is the cityôs last link 

to its historic entertainment past, beginning with vaudeville. Fibber 

McGee and Molly (Jim and Marion Driscoll) often referred to  

Peoria and the Madison in their comedy shows. Mark and his father 

Mark, Sr. who shares his passion, are working closely toward the 

preservation of this landmark. 

 

Mark is also a noted historian of classical pipe organs and theater 

organs, their music and ongoing legacy. He frequently lectures on 

the subject, with historical photographs. 

GFWC Illinois  

Debôs Diamond Divas 
 

Attention Dazzling Divas! 
 

We will be meeting Thursday 

May 15, 2014 at our annual GFWC Illinois Convention, 

Parke Regency Hotel, Bloomington. 
 

We will begin our meeting at 8:00 a.m. At this meeting 

we will be collecting annual dues and elect officers for 

the next administration. Contact Teresa Sanford if you 

would like to put your name on the slate; nominations 

will be taken from the floor also. Anyone interested in 

helping Deb continue her journey to the top should step 

right up.  We want to keep all our positive energy mov-

ing forward!   
 

Need a new purse?  Once again we are 

holding a purse auction so bring a purse 

and buy a raffle ticket for a new one! 

We will also need volunteers to man the 

tablesðare you available? 
 

Letôs pull together to dazzle Deb with 

our support! 

SPECIAL EVENTS / MEETINGS  

GFWC ILLINOIS ORGANIZATION 

OF PAST STATE BOARD MEMBERS 
 

Lois Farber, President of the Organization of Past 

State Board Members is inviting all of its  members 

to attend their meeting on Friday, May 16, 2014 at  

7:45 a.m. 
 

This is the annual club meeting. If you are not a 

member but have been on the State Board of Direc-

tors or are currently serving as a Board Members, 

you are eligible to join. So stop in and become a 

members for the nominal dues of $3.00. 

 

RESOLUTIONS  
 

PROPOSED REVISIONS OF RESOLUTIONS  
FORMERLY ADOPTED BY GFWC ILLINOIS 

 
Proposed revisions are  written in italics ; Deletions 
are noted by underlined text . 
 

HARRASSMENT AND BULLYING  
Adopted 2012 

WHEREAS, Harassment and bullying is a pervasive 
problem that can have negative consequences for 
schools, communities and student to feel safe, and one 
that can have negative lifelong consequences. Both for 
the bully and their targets; and  
 

WHEREAS, Bullying is comprised of direct behaviors 
such as teasing, taunting, threatening, hitting and steal-
ing that are initiated by one or more individuals against 
a target, as well as indirect behaviors such as spreading 
rumors and acting in other ways to cause an individual 
to be isolated through intentional exclusion; and  
 

WHEREAS, Sexual harassment, including physical and 
verbal forms such as unwelcome comments, jokes or 
gestures, is a form of bullying; and 
 

WHEREAS, Harassment and bullying may be by text, 
email, Facebook or other electronic means as well as in 
person; and 
 

WHEREAS, Such behaviors amount to physical and  
psychological intimidation and are risk factors for youth 
violence, and bullies whose behavior goes unchallenged 
risk becoming violent adults, engaging in domestic 
 violence and child abuse; and 
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The object  of GFWC Illinois shall be charitable as defined 
by  501 (c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. 
 

Rationale: In order to maintain our 501 (c)(3) status with 
the Internal Revenue Service we need to adhere to their 
specifications; this simplifies the procedure.  
 

Page 33 ARTICLE V OFFICERS  
Section 2. CANDIDACY  
B. Endorsement 2.  
 

Now reads: 
2. Each candidate shall be endorsed by the District in which 
she serves. The endorsement shall be obtained by the Dis-
trict assembled in the odd numbered year. Endorsement 
shall be properly documented in the District minutes. A 
ñDeclaration of Candidate for GFWC Illinois Officeò form 
shall be completed and submitted to the Elections Commit-
tee and GFWC Illinois Headquarters by December 1st in the 
odd numbered year. 
 

Insert in second sentence after óodd numbered yearô ñor in 
absence of such assembly, by endorsement of two -
thirds of all active Clubs in the District either by 
polling by mail or electronic means.ò   
 

Insert in third sentence after óDistrict minutesô ñor polling 
results compiled and submitted with letter of veri-
fication signed by the district president, recording 
secretary, and candidate.ò to then read: 
 
Page 33 ARTICLE V OFFICERS  
Section 2. CANDIDACY  
B. Endorsement 2.  
 

2. Each  candidate shall be endorsed by the District in which 
she serves. The endorsement shall be obtained by the Dis-
trict assembled in the odd numbered year or in the ab-
sence of such assembly, by endorsement of two -
thirds of all active clubs in the District either by 
polling by mail or electronic means.  Endorsement 
shall be properly documented in the District minutes  or 
polling results compiled and submitted with letter 
of verification signed by the district president, re-
cording secretary, and candidate.  A ñDeclaration of 
Candidate for GFWC Illinois Officeò form shall be complet-
ed and submitted to the Elections Committee and GFWC 
Illinois Headquarters by December 1st in the odd numbered 
years. 
 

Rationale: To provide  a way of nominating a candidate for 
GFWC Illinois Office when no district meeting is available.  
 

Page 34 ARTICLE V OFFICERS  
Section 2. CANDIDACY  
C. Nominations 2.  
 

Now reads: 
2. If a candidate so chooses, she may be nominated by the 
District from the floor of the convention the day preceding 
the election without prior notice of her candidacy, providing 
she is an eligible candidate. District endorsement shall be  
properly  documented. 

WHEREAS, Such behaviors are prevalent in middle and high 
schools, and only about 25 percent  a small percentage of 
the targets reported the behavior to a teacher, counselor or 
parent; and 
 

WHEREAS, Those who stand by passively watching or  
encouraging bullying are also affected and may learn to  
imitate the behavior and become bullies  themselves and/or 
be fearful of their own safety;  therefore 
 

RESOLVED, That GFWC Illinois Federation of Womenôs 
Clubs support policies and programs that address the pre-
vention, intervention, and elimination of harassment and 
bullying; and further  
 

RESOLVED, That GFWC Illinois Federation  of Womenôs 
Clubs through working with school personnel and communi-
ty leaders, help to bring about an attitude of zero tolerance 
and that such behavior is unacceptable and will not be toler-
ated in homes, schools, playgrounds, buses, workplaces or 
any place where people congregate; and further 
 
RESOLVED, That GFWC Illinois Federation of Womenôs 
Clubs and its member clubs work with appropriate agencies 
in an effort to inform the general public about the risks and 
cost of bullying for both the bully and the target, as well as 
witnesses to such behavior, and bring a bout a change in  
societal attitudes toward harassment and bullying.  
 

Rationale: Removing statistics that need to be renewed. 
 

RESOLUTION TO BE RESCIND 
SHOPLIFTING PREVENTION  
Adopted 1977ðRevised 1985 

Rationale: Shoplifting is rarer now due to magnetic alerts 
and other securities. Covered under Resolution on Crime 
Prevention. 
 

All other Resolutions have been reviewed by the Resolutions 
Committee and have been proposed to remain unchanged. 
 

Resolutions Committee ï 
 LeeAnn Conlon, Chairman 
 Marsha Vaughn, District President  
 Betty Peters, Board Member 
 Diane Addante, President Elect 
 Phyllis Cossarek, Parliamentarian 
 Patricia Heitman, President Ex -officio  
 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE  
GFWC ILLINOIS BYLAWS  

 

Page 29 ARTICLE II OBJECT  
 

Now reads: 
Objectives of GFWC Illinois shall be charitable as defined by 
Section 501  (c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. These  
objectives shall also include mutual counsel and sympathy, 
unity of action in case of need, and the promotion of higher 
social and moral conditions.  
 

Strike óObjectivesô and insert ñThe objectò; strike second sen-
tence to then read: 
 

Page 29 ARTICLE II OBJECT  
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Insert at the end of the last sentence ñas specified by the 
ñDeclaration of Candidates for GFWC Illinois Of-
fice form.ò to then read: 
 

Page 34 ARTICLE V OFFICERS  
Section 2. CANDIDACY  
C. Nominations 2.  
 

2. If a candidate so chooses, she may be nominated by the 
District from the floor of the convention the day preceding 
the election without prior notice of her candidacy, providing 
she is an eligible candidate. District endorsement shall be 
properly documented as specified by the ñDeclaration 
of Candidates for GFWC Illinois Office form.  
 
Rationale: To clarify ñproperly documentedò. 
 
Page 44 DISSOLUTION CLAUSE 
 
Now reads: 
 
In the event of the dissolution of GFWC Illinois, the follow-
ing procedure should be used: 
 
1. Prior notice to the GFWC ILLINOIS BOARD OF DI-

RECTORS and all member Clubs. 
2. Disposition of FundsðIf the organization should be dis-

solved, its assets shall be distributed to volunteer organ-
ization/ s qualified under 501 (c)(3) of the Internal Reve-
nue Code. No assets may be distributed to individual 
members or any group of members. 

 
Strike first sentence and 1., insert ñGFWC Illinois may 
be dissolved by recommendation of the Board of 
Directors and a 2/3 affirmative vote by the mem-
bership either by assembly, mail or electronic 
means.ò  to then read: 
 
Page 44 DISSOLUTION CLAUSE 
  
GFWC Illinois may be dissolved by recommenda-
tion of the Board of Directors and 2/3 affirmative 
vote by the membership either by assembly, mail or 
electronic means.  If the organization should be dissolved, 
its assets shall be distributed to volunteer organization/s 
qualified under 501 (c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. No 
assets may be distributed to individual members. 
 
Rationale:  To clarify the procedure. 
 
Bylaws Committee - 
 Diana Taylor, Chairman 
 Barbara Potter, District President  
 Maryanne DeGiacomo, Board Member 
 Diane Addante, President Elect 
 Trisha Schafer, Director of Junior Clubs  
 Phyllis Cossarek, Parliamentarian 

 

ARTS & CRAFTS ROOM 
Elena Lipinski, Arts Chairman 

 

You may bring your arts and crafts to the Yosemite Room on 

Thursday May 15, 2014 from 7:00  until 9:00 a.m. 
 

Judging will take place around 1:00 p.m. that afternoon.  

Virginia Erickson, Coordinator of the Geirtz Education Cen-

ter and Krannert Art Museum, Champaign, Illinois 

will be our judge. She has personally worked in 

most craft fields and has a B.A. in studio art. Once 

judging has taken place and the winners have been 

recorded, the arts and crafts room will reopen until 

5:00 p.m. 

 

GFWC Illinois club women, my 

challenge to you continues! Bring at least 

one art or craft item per club to be dis-

played in the arts and crafts room at the 

119th Annual Conven-

tion. Which district will 

have participation from 

the greatest percentage of clubs? Come 

and find out! 

 

 

GFWC Signature Project:  

Domestic Violence Awareness and Prevention 

Marge Nelson, Chairman 

 

For our 119th Annual Convention, Iôm asking you to bring  

underwear for the children and women (undershirts, underpants, 

bras etc). Please put each item/pair in a plas-

tic baggie saying óBoy Size 6ô in marker.  

You may wish to include óDonated by  

General Federation of Womenôs Clubs with 

your town name inside.  This will show that 

these are coming from around our state. 

 

Another way to make 

the momôs feel good 

about themselves is to 

help them look pretty. How about anything 

for their hands or feet like nail polish, 

polish remover, hand cr¯me, files, nail clip-

persðyou get the idea. 

 

Thank you for caring and for all you have 

done and continue to do for those who have 

been hurt. 

 

We canôt do everything but we can do some-

thing. 


