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GFWC Illinois Federation of Women’s Clubs

May 2017 

Phyllis J. Skubic    •   President’s Report

This Captain cannot believe that one year of our journey is already behind us. And what a journey it’s been . . .  we began with a combined installation of Officers for GFWC Illinois and GFWC Illinois Junior Organization. A beautiful ceremony conducted by Deb Strahanoski, GFWC Illinois Past President 2008-2010  and Becky Weber, Past Director of Junior Clubs 2004-2006, using the words we live by in this organization: A Collect For Club Women and the Junior Pledge.  The newly installed Executive Committee met in Springfield immediately following the installation reception to chart our course for the 2016 – 2018 Administration. First up was the Post Convention Board Meeting and Orientation in Bloomington.  Our next stop was the GFWC International Convention in Baltimore Maryland. Being installed with all the other State Presidents, participating in Deb Strahanoski’s installation as GFWC 2nd Vice President, standing with her during the beautiful reception was an incredible honor. So proud to claim her as an Outstanding Illinois Leader and to be a part of her journey. 

July brought our Summer Seminars in Effingham, Bloomington and Lisle. The Executive Committee and Chairmen did a phenomenal job with their reports and information shared. Speakers from ILS - Illinois Leadership Seminars, Easterseals, and St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital joined us each day and shared their personal stories and information. We welcomed 50 first time attendees during the three days!!  I know the Regional Vice Presidents are planning an equally fantastic day for you this July.  

August brought the GFWC Board Meeting in Arlington VA which started with a “Day in DC”. We heard several speakers at the State Department on women and children’s issues. From there we travelled to our home at 1734 N Street for lunch and free-reign to check out everything from top to bottom. Our last stop of the day was to the Capitol for a tour and the chance to go through the tunnel to the Library of Congress.  An absolutely incredible day!!  The board meeting continued with reports from all the GFWC Chairmen and Committees, opportunities to get to know the other State Presidents and discuss issues, successes and plans for our administrations. GFWC Illinois Leadership is incredible as proven by the eleven members serving on the GFWC Board of Directors. I feel incredibly lucky to have had such excellent role models guiding my journey, with their non-stop encouragement to explore all my possibilities!

October brought the Great Lakes Region Conference in Lake Geneva Wisconsin – Illinois members numbered 50 (a third of the attendees) and we celebrated with an authentic “Oktoberfest’ State Night. Such fun but nothing compared to the costumes of ‘notable women – real or fictitious’ on Saturday evening.  Let me just say we have some of the MOST CREATIVE women around!! GFWC Illinois issued our invitation to the 2017 GLR Conference in Oak Brook this September -- let me just say it won’t be forgotten.  A huge THANK YOU to Kathy Koran, Conference Chairman for her creative mind and her tremendous acting abilities.  You won’t want to miss this event so please mark your calendars for September 15 – 17, 2017 and join us in Oak Brook.   

Our State Board Meetings were held in Princeton and Lisle. In lieu of doing a gift exchange we are doing a service project for an organization from that community.  In November we chose Freedom House which provides shelter and services for victims of domestic violence. The Board Members (General and Junior) brought enough kitchen items to fill 16 laundry baskets, for women ready to leave the shelter and begin their new life, one free from violence and abuse. In March we chose Humanitarian Service Organization which helps families living below the poverty level. The Board members provided Party-in-a-Bag.  Birthday party supplies so that every child can celebrate their special day with friends and family. 

Legislation Day was held in March - Chairman Becky Weber did a fantastic job of organizing a great day for us. Speakers from PCA Illinois, DCFS, and Illinois Coalition Against Domestic Violence. The information shared reaffirmed our mission and goal to end child abuse and domestic violence. GFWC Illinois was recognized before the House of Representatives and afterwards we were taken to the Governor’s Office for a brief meeting.  Thank you Becky!!

The 20th Annual Blue Ribbon Luncheon & Fashion Show was a huge success and featured several changes. However, one thing never changes . . . the generosity of our clubs and members with 78 raffle baskets and five Street of Dreams raffle prizes valued at $500 - $900 each! Wonderful to see our Juniorette members modeling the beautiful fashions from Naperville boutiques. And the children, who always steal the show. Karyn Charvat and Committee- Thank you all for a fabulous day -- Phenomenal job!  

I am humbled by the clubs and members that have donated to the Let’s Make Change campaign!  Your support of me, and of these four organizations, touches me deeply.  It’s been an honor and a privilege to serve you this past year! 

Thank you for being Anchored to GFWC Illinois and for continuing to Explore all of your Possibilities! 

SET SAIL . . .  EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITIES 
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Amazing.  Amazing is the word I will use to describe this year.  Since being installed last May, I have been doing my best to represent the GFWC IL Juniors no matter where I go.  And you have proved to be helping design better lives where ever you go.  Let me just start off by saying THANK YOU!    

Phyllis and I had many preparations to do prior to convention, planning the first ever GFWC IL and GFWC IL Junior combined installation along with the upcoming Orientation Meeting and Summer Seminars.  Between those two meetings I attended the GFWC Convention in Baltimore MD, where along with Phyllis we were honored to escort Deb Strahanoski out of the Installation where she was installed as GFWC Second Vice President and stand with her during the Reception.  Our Summer Seminar meetings were successful and we welcomed 50 first time attendees.  In August we attended our first GFWC Board of Directors Meeting and we were able to enjoy a day in DC.  We heard speakers that brought us topics concerning woman and children, then lunch at our headquarters at 1734 N Street and then finally a visit to the Capital Building and the Library of Congress.  

In the Fall, two clubs celebrated Anniversaries, Hampton Rapids Junior Woman’s Clubs celebrated 10 years and Woman’s Club of Aurora celebrated 125 years, I attended both meetings, though the celebrations were different, they were a great tribute to the work each of the clubs have done.  We also had our first GFWC IL Junior Executive Board Meeting.  This was a great meeting where we planned our upcoming Board of Director’s meeting, along with business that needed to be done, some loose plans for the rest of the year and of course some fun and camaraderie.  I also attended the Great Lakes Region Conference in Lake Geneva WI along with 50 other members from GFWC IL.  

So far we have had two Board of Directors meetings one in November and one in March.  These meetings were full of information and ideas, but the thing I am most proud of is that we were able to have a Service Project at each meeting.  In November we filled 16 laundry baskets with kitchen essentials for woman transitioning from Freedom House (a Domestic and Sexual Violence Services Shelter) to their own place.  In March we filled 58 Party-in-a-Bag, which is everything needed to have a child’s birthday party for the Humanitarian Service Project, an organization that helps families living below the poverty level.  Helping design better lives!  

Since we heard from CRF earlier in the year that they were having trouble and in danger of disbanding, I along with other members from the GFWC IL Board attended several of their meetings to try to offer help to keep them a viable organization.  We have plans to help them with fundraiser this fall. 

In November we reviewed the GFWC IL By-laws and in December we reviewed the GFWC IL Resolutions in preparation for changes/amendments to be presented at Convention in May.  During this time we planned every detail of our GFWC IL Convention May 2017, so that we could get the information into the GFWC IL Clubwoman Magazine—Convention Issue.  We have also spent time planning Great Lakes Conference which will be hosted by GFWC IL this year.    

I attended the Blue Ribbon Fashion Show to benefit PCA Illinois.  I have also attended several Strategic Planning Meetings to ensure the future of our wonderful Federation as well as several GFWC IL Executive Committee meetings.  I attended our very first Juniorette Summit which was for Juniorettes and Juniorette Advisors.  I have attended many club fundraisers and district conventions.    I have made myself available for phone calls and questions to any member who needed me and have answered many emails.  It has been a blast to see all the club activities via Facebook.  

Again, I want to thank you for being GFWC IL Juniors…..helping design better lives.  

President Elect, Dean of Chairmen - Shelli Fehr 
What a whirlwind first year!  After the 2016 State Convention ended, I definitely hit the ground running and have been sprinting ever since!
I am thrilled to work with such a phenomenal Executive Committee and have seen them in action during five EC meetings, Orientation, three Summer Seminars, and two Board of Directors meetings. Together, we’ve set the groundwork for this administration by reviewing in depth the Strategic Plan, club awards presentations and GFWC Illinois’ financial solvency.

As Dean of Chairmen, I have had the privilege to work with an extraordinary group of leaders who are redefining their chairmanships as well as assisting me in reevaluating information gathering processes in order receive exactly what is necessary and needed for GFWC.

This past year, I have also attended two of the newly formed Financial Committee meetings and have learned more about the nuances required to keep this organization running smoothly and with finesse. It has been an eye-opening venture!

I am most proud of the progress we have made with the five-year Strategic Plan the GFWC Illinois Board of Directors adopted in March 2016. I am Chairman of this committee and am thrilled that many of the goals and objectives found in this plan intersect with those I stated in my candidate’s goal speech last year. I felt communication from the state must be delivered to the members in their preferred format and the process for making this happen is in the works. I also believed that we must re-engage our membership with visits to the clubs. This committee is planning how to accomplish this at a retreat in June. We want to bring GFWC Illinois directly to the club members and hope to reestablish a connection to them as well as answer those burning questions clubs and members may have had for years. This is a work in progress as well but the fact that the entire Board of Directors, not just the Strategic Planning Committee, is on board is humbling.

Finally, I have been planning the 2018-2020 Administration with GFWC Illinois Director Elect of Junior Clubs Cherie Sieger. We’ve met several times and have discussed, among other things, processes that need clarification or simplification and exactly how this can happen. I am excited about the ideas we’ve come up with and can’t wait to implement!

Finally, I’ve been identifying members, especially during District Convention visits, I think would positively contribute to the entire organization by serving on the Board of Directors during the 2018-2020 administration. I am starting to build this group of leaders that will take us forward and keep GFWC Illinois on the map. So, if you are approached, please know that your leadership abilities and potential are valued and don’t say “no.” It is my belief that in order to grow as a person, one shouldn’t say “no” when asked for a “yes”. That is how I got to the position I am in today and believe me, this wasn’t planned when I joined! 

Northern Region Vice President, Communications & Public Relations - Carol Jablonski 

Looking back at 2016, it’s time to highlight some methods of communication this chairman used.

· Paper: you may be reading this report from the GFWC IL Convention Chairmen Reports booklet handed out at our State Convention. Or, you may be reading this on a computer/laptop/tablet. It may be yours, a friend’s, or it may be at your local library.

· GFWC, GFWC IL & GFWC IL Junior Organization websites: perhaps you downloaded this report via GFWC IL’s or via GFWC IL Junior Organization’s website.

· Email has come a long way in the last 20 years. It’s a very handy tool to get your message out quickly to your target audience. This chairman used email successfully when information needed to be delivered to the District Presidents and Directors of Junior Clubs.

· Google Group is the platform GFWC IL uses to send messages/email to members who have signed up to receive email from GFWC IL. 

· Key Notes: the goal is to publish this e-newsletter mid-month. This chairman is still working to get Key Notes published every month.

· Facebook: GFWC, GFWC Illinois, GFWC Junior Organization, & GFWC IL Juniorette Organization have Facebook pages. Check them out!

· Smartphones offer a world of possibilities for our clubs. Are you as app happy as I am? Many free apps (short for applications) are available on your smartphone and computer/laptop. Free messaging and calendar apps make quick work of notifying all club members of a change in a club’s meeting time, date or location Like to be brief? Finding it difficult to get a meeting date for your committee? 

Here’s some app’s this chairman will investigate this coming year to evaluate its potential for GFWC IL.

· Instagram: Rod Stewart sang “Every Picture Tells a Story” and that sums up this type of app. It’s a simple, fun & creative way to capture, edit & share photos, videos & messages with your GFWC IL friends. 
· Twitter: Twitter is an online news and social networking service where users post and interact with messages, called "tweets,"  and is restricted to 140 characters.

· Finding it difficult to get a meeting date for your committee? Try Doodle. 

· SignUpGenius may become my new best friend for scheduling volunteers and managing tasks. 

· E-vite can be used as an invitation to your next meeting, membership recruitment gathering, or even a party!!

· MeetUp can help your club find women in your area that share common interests.

· EventBrite is an invitation/registration/fee paying tool. 

· SignUpGenius may become my new best friend for scheduling volunteers and managing tasks.

· Calendar apps: while I use Google Calendar and share my calendar with my husband, I will be evaluating other calendar apps. I no longer carry a paper calendar in my purse.

I must admit that as I read club reports, I was looking up these apps on my phone to see what I was missing. Very interesting, useful apps out there – for free! 

Central Region Vice President, Leadership Chairman - Teresa Sanford-Shipplett 
Ahoy Mates! We have all set sail on a voyage of discovery….Discovering how to navigate the GFWC Seas for our own communities as captains and crews in our local clubs.  
As Captain of the Leader”Ship” here is the course I’ve cruised in 2016-2017:

•
Participating in new officer/chairmen orientation in June

•
Attending all three Summer Seminars

•
Meeting with Central Region District Presidents and Directors of Jr Clubs

•
Preparing articles for the Clubwoman Magazine and for Key Notes

•
Preparing for the Executive Committee board meetings

•
Developing presentations for state board meetings/ working with my Jr Counterpart.  Writing a report for the booklet 
for the board meeting.

•
Meeting with the District Presidents at board meetings and communicating with them with updates or necessary 
information.

•
Acting as a hostess for the meeting in Princeton as Central Region liaison

•
Meeting with the Strategic planning committee

•
Planning, developing, and publicizing the LEADS workshop for May, plus procuring speakers and an agenda for the day. 
Working with a committee to select an Illinois Candidate for LEADS for the International GFWC Convention

•
Planning for the Central Region Summer Seminar to be held in July

•
Reading and judging Award Entries sent in by GFWC Illinois club

•
Preparing reports for GFWC and the Illinois Convention

Checking the Leader”ship” log book I see we had 85 reports sent.  These reports were an indication of how each and every club develops leadership skills with their own members.  Many encourage members to step outside the local club and extend their leadership talents by pursuing offices in district, state and other GFWC board positions.  There were nearly 2,200 members participating in 1,253 projects racking up 68,282 volunteer hours!  Our leadership treasure chest amounted to $73,897 “gold” coins, with $1,898 In-Kind doubloons. 

The next year I’m sure we will see even more treasures on the horizon.   Our GFWC clubs are busy mapping out their course across the seas of 2017.  At times I know the waves become somewhat rough but you cannot see new sights and enjoy new adventures by staying anchored in port. So take some advice from the ocean: 

•
Be shore of yourself

•
Come out of your shell

•
Look to the horizon

•
Explore your own depths

•
Adapt to changing tides

•
Individually we are a drop in the ocean, together we are an ocean!
Southern Region Vice President, Membership Advancement – Alice Betlach

A Proud Past - A Promising Future

Our GFWC Illinois members should all be congratulated for their amazing work in recruiting new members and working to retain their current members.  A salute goes out to all clubs who Went Fishing for new members…. and Bridged the Gap striving to stay connected to your “veteran deck hands” (standing members) while you are searching the waters for “yonder members”  

Reporting Statistics for 2016

74 Reports
516 Projects
    2128 Members Participating    14,019 Members’ Hours
$24,286 Donations

Our clubs are hosting many new member orientations featuring power point presentations about GFWC as well as photos of their own club’s activities.  Club yearbooks are distributed. Many clubs have greeters assigned at a table near the entrance to welcome each person attending their meetings. Brochures and nametags are available. Clubs have developed a “New Member Mentor” program wherein a veteran member guides new members through their first year and explains projects and club goals. Many clubs have discovered that members “just want to have fun!” and have scheduled “girls’ night out” events to share friendships.

Your desire to inflate your clubs with new members is exciting and moves each of you into the future with enthusiasm for bigger and better successes.   I especially want to thank all the clubs for their work in preparing and submitting their statistics and narrative reports. In addition, to the clubs who participated in membership projects and programs, but did not submit a report, thank you for your efforts and activities!

Chairman/Officer Update

It has been my honor and pleasure to serve as your GFWC Illinois Vice President, Southern Region in 2016-2017.  Since the GFWC IL Convention in May 2016, this officer has attended all GFWC Illinois State Board Meetings and Executive Committee meetings at their designated locations throughout the state.  I attended Summer Seminar 2016 sessions in each of the three regions, and spoke to the attendees about the GFWC “Real Deal” Recruitment program and focused on nurturing Membership.

As a member of the GFWC Illinois Executive Committee, it is my privilege to also serve on the Strategic Planning Committee for GFWC Illinois.  I attended all meetings of the committee as our Strategic Plan has undergone a makeover to improve its goals for the future of GFWC Illinois.

In October, along with many of our GFWC IL clubwomen, I attended the GFWC Great Lakes Region Conference in Lake Geneva, WI.  The conference was most rewarding. It was exciting join fellow Illinois Board Members to extend our invitation to the 2017 GLR Conference here in Illinois!

I sincerely appreciate the opportunity to grow and learn as I continue to serve as your Southern Region Vice President and Membership Chairman.

Secretary - LeeAnn Conlon

My primary accomplishments for the year were to complete the meeting minutes, resume of action and action items in a timely fashion.  What, might you ask is a resume of action?  It’s the list of approved and adopted motions from each Executive Committee or Board of Directors Meeting.  When reading the “minutes” from the previous meeting, I am actually reading the resume of action – in a much larger font I might add!

I quickly learned that while there are the approved/adopted motions that must be captured in the meeting minutes, there are also a number of “action items” that must be captured.  As I prepare the minutes, I pull out the action items and create a separate list that is included with the set of meeting minutes and sent to the Executive Committee.    The purpose of the separate list is to help the Executive Committee prepare for the next meeting, to make sure we have dotted all of our i’s and crossed all of our t’s, enabling us to all be more efficient.  

There is an audit done after each administration to ensure that all activities associated with adopted motions were completed.  To streamline that process for this administration, I have created a separate list of the adopted motions and actions items for review.  Previously, this was a rather tedious process of reviewing all meeting minutes.  

As a member of the Strategic Planning Committee, I am a self-appointed “note taker”, and capture notes while we are in the meeting.  After the meeting, I email them to our President Elect, who chairs the Strategic Planning Committee.  These notes, while not formal meeting minutes, capture the details of conversations for future reference, and are used to prepare the updates given at the Board of Directors meetings. 

I attended all Executive and Board of Directors meetings in 2016-2017, attended the Central and Northern Region Summer Seminars, and the Great Lakes Region Conference.  

Treasurer – Michelle Schultz
Since I was installed as your State Treasurer at the 2016 Convention, it has been a busy year and a learning experience.  As with any new position, there are challenges to be faced.   

I attended my first Executive Committee meeting later that same afternoon after being installed.  The summer continued with an Executive Committee meeting at the June Orientation and at the July Summer Seminar.  I also attended the Board Orientation in Bloomington, and Summer Seminars in Effingham and Bloomington.  

There were reports to prepare for the meetings as well as Orientation and Summer Seminar.  There were also a couple of articles to write for The Clubwoman Magazine.  During all of these summer activities, I had the opportunity to work with Erika Dobrokta (my Junior counterpart). 

As the State Treasurer, I am the Chairman of the Finance Committee that was formed a few years ago.  There have been 2 Finance Committee meetings since last Convention with another planned for this coming summer.  The purpose of this Finance Committee is to help provide a more seamless transition from one administration to the other, establish a Financial Policy per the Strategic Plan and keep the officers of the State informed of all financial matters.

November brought another State Board meeting.  I attended the Long Range Planning Committee meeting, the Executive Committee meeting, and the Board meeting that weekend and helped with our first Service Project as a Board.

Unfortunately, December through February is an extremely busy time at my job so I was unable to attend the Florida trip to Jackie’s in January; however, I did join them by phone for the Executive Committee meeting.  

No one really likes to discuss dues, but that is an important part of the Organization.  After a few issues arose this past year regarding the collection of dues, Erika and I looked at various ways to improve the process and/or forms.  We are going to try a few new things this next club year.  The dues remittance forms have had a few revisions so we will see how it goes.

In addition to my State duties, I continued to be active in my local club, Pontiac Junior Woman’s Club and in the 17th District.  

As the first year of the administration draws to a close, I am looking forward to serving this Organization as your State Treasurer for the next year and working with the Executive Committee, the Board of Directors, Deana at Headquarters and my Junior counterpart Erika. 
Enjoy the Convention!

Parliamentarian - Jacquelyn Pierce, NAP Registered Parliamentarian

Since the parliamentarian is appointed by the GFWC Illinois President, it is important to assist the president as requested.  Likewise, since the GFWC Illinois Parliamentarian is at service to all GFWC Illinois club members it is important to answer all concerns and questions as soon as possible.

Every effort has been made to respond to members concerns and questions on a timely basis and in the method the request was made:  email by email; phone call by phone call; fax by fax, and personal letter by personal letter. 

The majority of concerns have involved personality issues and questions have involved bylaws, election of club and district officers and appointments of club and district board

members. All names have been kept confidential but the issues that involved GFWC Illinois were shared with the GFWC Illinois President.

As GFWC Illinois Parliamentarian, attended and participated at the GFWC International Convention; the GFWC Great Lakes Region Conference; all Executive Committee and State Board Meetings and served as a member of the Elections, Bylaws, Resolutions, and Strategic Planning Committees.

Reports and handouts have been given at the GFWC Illinois LEADS, at all State Board Meetings and articles have been written for the GFWC Illinois Clubwoman. An attempt has been made to have all verbal and written reports be such that they could be presented and/or duplicated at club and district meetings.  It has also been the goal to make the

reports both informative and enjoyable in user-friendly terminology.

As a Registered Parliamentarian, membership has been maintained in the National Association of Parliamentarians, National American Parliamentarians and attendance at quarterly unit meetings for maintenance status have been kept on file.  Serving as the 2015-2017 NAP Florida Registered Parliamentarians, conducting workshops for fellow parliamentarians and presenting workshops to civic and community organizations have  kept all requirements for registration current and personally up-dated on all programs and projects at the national and state level.

174 S. Collier Boulevard, 705 


Ph:  239-293-3411
Marco Island, Florida 34145


Email:  jacqlynpie@aol.com
3rd District President – Annette Andretich Gross
Beverly JWC:  They hosted a Murder Mystery Theatre performance of “Once Upon a Murder Mystery” which is their primary fund raiser and is used for a college scholarship.   This is the 46th year they have awarded this scholarship.  

Glenwood JWC kicked off Prevent Child Abuse Month with a Pinwheel Garden in conjunction with the Glenwood Village’s Easter Egg Hunt.  125 Pinwheels were distributed to the children by members.  Pinwheels are a symbol of the importance of providing children a happy and safe childhood:  Our Promise…”A Safe Place for Every Child!”  They worked with the local Lion’s Club to provide a successful Spaghetti Dinner for over 400.  They support the Ray’s Organization, a volunteer organization that works with “at risk” students to help them achieve to their fullest potential.  

Lansing JWC: Members raised funds to help with medical costs for a community member who was beaten and set on fire.  They collected stamps for a set of dinnerware, which was donated to the local Domestic Violence shelter.   Held their 7th Annual Veteran’s dinner, provided meals for 289 veterans and guests, along with entertainment, doors prizes and gift baskets in a location which provided easy access for those with disabilities.  

The Morgan Park JWC’s Work-out to Wipe-Out Domestic Violence program was held for the 5th year and activities were held at the business locations of event “Partners”: local fitness and dance businesses, clubs, trainers, and other professional local health providers.  Participants were asked to make a suggested donation of $25; Profit $13,800.  They planned a Golf and Dinner fundraiser with resulted in Monies raised of $4,356 and In Kind donations of $3000.  39 Members participated.  Collected household supplies for formerly homeless veterans for Operation Help a Hero. 

Morgan Park WC:   Members collected and packaged 194 pairs of new socks with a message of courage in each to be distributed to A New Direction, a Domestic Violence facility.  They also donated $500 to this facility.  They participated in planning, serving, cooking and baking for 2 veteran’s lunches with sister club Morgan Park JWC.  They purchased a bullet-proof vest for a Chicago Policeman to replace outdated vests.  

Palos Heights WC:  Held a Holiday Elegance Christmas House Walk as their main fundraiser.  Guests were treated to a Brunch at a local country club along with a lovely boutique provided by 25 vendors.   Following these activities, guests enjoyed tours of 5 unique, beautifully decorated homes.  All members participate in their success with home guides, baking cookies, publicity, raffle baskets, distribution of flyers, and ticket sales.  They held a Member’s Appreciation meeting to thank them for their efforts during the year to the theme of “Christmas at the Walnut Room”, 100 attended.     

The Palos Park:  With the renovation of their library, they contributed $750 to establish a rolling coffee and tea station with thermal pots and accessories which was located near a display of club brochures and business cards.  A club vinyl banner is displayed at many local events to promote awareness of the club.  The club awarded $1000 to the McCord Gallery to support their building fund.  Three fine arts scholarships were awarded to 3 high school students.  They know how to have fun too…they scheduled 2 theatre outings at Drury Lane and Moraine Valley Theaters.      

Communication is of vital importance to our clubs.  In addition to local publications, they use websites, Facebook, and email to get the word out, which is especially important for last-minute notifications.  Palos Park provides a Facebook newsfeed link on the website’s front page directing access for those who do not regularly use Facebook.  Most clubs print Newsletters at regular intervals which are sent via email and the US Mail.    

This District President takes great pride in representing the women of Third District, a group dedicated to their communities and each other!   We gathered on lovely day on April 22nd to celebrate the District’s accomplishments, to share a many friendships and to welcome our Dir. of Junior Clubs, Jeanette T Wells, and Norther Region VP, Carol Jablonski.  Several of the members of Third District serve on both State and District Boards.
5th District President - Barb Madigan

The Fifth District held four meetings since this time last year. They were: 

April 20, 2016

This was our Annual Meeting, held at the Allegra Banquets in Villa Park. The attendees were addressed by incoming state president, Phyllis Skubic, and incoming state junior director, Jeanette T. Wells, as well as the current president Diane Addante. State themes and calendar dates were shared. This meeting was dedicated to presenting reporting awards and special recognitions to our members. 

August 24, 2016

Following the Summer Seminar, information from the seminar was shared with district members during a Potluck Dinner hosted by the Fifth District Board. All district chairmen were given time to talk about their projects and ideas. Our district theme is “All Hands On Deck. . . As We Serve Together”. The junior director’s theme is “Juniors Designing Unity and Diversity”. To emphasize the state theme, “Set Sail. . .  Explore the Possibilities”, the room was decorated in nautical theme, including seating tables named after bodies of water (Red Sea, Gulf of Mexico, etc.). To underscore Make A Difference Day, clubs were encouraged to bring food pantry items to the meeting which were delivered to a local food pantry. The members were encouraged to repeat this activity within their own clubs during Make A Difference Day and submit a report to GFWC Illinois. 

November 16, 2016

The meeting started with an ice-breaker (How many captains can you name within five minutes?) and boxes of Captain Crunch were awarded to the winners. Our dean of chairmen, Ruby Feeley, outlined reporting procedures for the clubs, and the night ended with a team building exercise, “What’s Weighing Your Club Down?”. (On an 8” x 11” sheet of paper with an anchor printed on it, members wrote down “problems” within their clubs, crumpled the paper and “cannonballed” it to other members for solutions. 

January 28, 2017

Club reports were submitted at this meeting. The Wheaton Juniors presented information about “Buddy Baseball”, a five-week baseball camp for handicapped children, and the Lombard Juniors presented a video on TLC Camp, a week-long summer camp dedicated to children with cancer and their siblings. 

District 5 has so many active clubs; it would be impossible to list all their individual programs and projects. We will celebrate with them at convention. Please dock your ships with us in Oak Brook on September 15-17 for the Great Lake Region Conference.  















7th District President - Patricia Maggio


There are currently four clubs in District 7. Three clubs are General Clubs (Arlington Heights WC, Franklin Park WC & Mt. Prospect WC) the fourth club is The Past Presidents and Officers a social club that meets at different restaurants four times a year. We are a small district with approximately 123 members but we are big in the volunteer arena. All three General Clubs sponsor Food Pantries in their areas. Two of our members volunteer at the pantries in their villages every week all year long. 


The Mount Prospect club is celebrating their 90th anniversary being in federation. They have several events planned to celebrate the occasion. This club is very active in their community. They get involved in many of the town’s events throughout the year. This has led to them attracting some new members to their club. Their main fund raiser this year is “1917: A Fashion Retrospective” featuring fashions from the past.


The Arlington Heights club is the oldest club in our district (1887). It has been very active in stepping up to the needs in their town. They also offer several programs for their members; Afternoon Bridge and Antiques and Collectables are two of the programs that are popular with the members. 


The Franklin Park WC in the last three years consecutively has had three members receive their 50 year membership pins. They also have a member who will be 101 years old this August. She was active in club work up to two years ago. The club will be having a Membership Tea at the Franklin Park Library hoping to attract new members.


All clubs in district have donated hundreds of volunteer hours for the improvement of their communities; they all have supported different Veteran Organizations especially Fisher House and Hines Hospital. We have donated thousands of dollars to various philanthropies and given several scholarships to students in our communities.


The clubs in District 7 are dedicated to helping make this a better world in which to live and to help those less fortunate. 

10th District President - Carol Johnson

11 General Clubs, 2 Junior Clubs, 1 Juniorette Club

Our clubs continue to make their communities a better place through community service volunteering. Supporting local schools by reading books to children, by sorting books at local libraries and by donating books that were on the project list. Projects also included supporting food pantries either by working at the pantry or donating funds to help families in crisis.  Domestic Violence and Child Abuse are two more important areas of concern that the clubs support.  A Safe Place is just one of the women’s shelters the clubs work with by monetary donations, donations of women’s clothing, children’s toys and clothing, household items and personal grooming toiletries for the moms.  The District donated purses from their purse auction.

All the clubs have informative programs at their meetings, always looking for ways to keep everyone current with local topics and ways to conserve our natural resources and recycle and having fun at the same time. Doing this while keeping the program’s cost down is important to each club.

Fund raising keeps the clubs busy all year.  With Games Day, a Scrap booking workshop, handmade cheese balls at the holidays, gala parties and golf outings, the clubs work hard to raise the money used for their undertakings. 

District meetings, of which there were seven, included a Juried Art Fair, Awards ceremony with 1st 2nd and 3rd place awards given out, a program devoted to service dogs and their training of both the dog and its owner, and a wonderful meeting with an open dialog between the generals and juniors with the result being a better understanding and more open communication.

All in all, it has been an exciting year in my new role as Tenth District President and I will continue to learn much over the next year.

11th District President - Carmen Smallwood
District 11 includes eleven General clubs, five Junior clubs, and three Juniorette clubs.  We met as a District four times each year, at locations chosen by these hosting club(s), The Woman’s Club of Aurora, First Ladies of 11th District, Jackie’s Bow Ties Club, Plainfield Junior Woman’s Club and Homer Glen Junior Woman’s Club.  During this first year as president, I have attended functions of the following clubs:  The Woman’s Club of Aurora, Pat’s Patio Pals, Manhattan Woman’s Club, Mokena Woman’s Club, Lockport Woman’s Club, and there are plans for other events during May.
We are very glad that these members of the GFWC Illinois Board have attended District 11 meetings this year, bringing us important information and encouragement:  Phyllis Skubic, Jeannette T. Wells, Shelli Fehr, Loretta Revesz, Debbie Strahanoski, Trisha Schafer, Karyn Charvat,  Joanne Meyer, Elena Lipinski, Amy Vicioso, Patricia Heitman, Karen Erb, Susie Spratt, Kim Kalafut, Allison Meyer, Cyndi Fulco and Faith Cromwell.

The Annual Meeting in April was a great celebration of achievements of clubs who completed reports.  The total service hours reported was 36,173.  Over $125,000 was donated, along with $20,767 In-Kind.  Thirty-three (33) scholarships were awarded.  It is exciting to hear the new ideas that the clubs share, and encouraging that they maintain their great projects, improving them year after year.  Hats off also to The GFWC Woman’s Club of Aurora which celebrated its 125th Anniversary this year.

13th District President – Jan Bates

District 13 has 7 clubs in northwest Illinois: Byron, Chadwick, Franklin Grove, Oregon, Polo, Savanna and Thomson. All of the clubs are quite active in their communities. They hold craft fairs, Chinese auctions, an antique show, luncheons, help with Halloween and Christmas events for children, card parties, and many other events either to raise money your to help by volunteering. 

Monies are given to numerous charities including ILS, Winning Wheels, Prevent Child Abuse Illinois, Easter Seals, Honor Flight, ESO, local Senior Centers and Libraries, community fairs and many more.

6 of the clubs plant pinwheel gardens in April – along the main streets, in front of libraries, in club members’ yards, in front of the schools, at parks, and wherever else the pinwheels will be seen.

All of the clubs have programs throughout the year. Some topics have included insurance, end of life documents, Indian affairs, travelogues, crafts, gardening, nutrition, weather, estate planning, orphan trains, genealogy, cooking, cake decorating, financial scams, and many other interesting topics.
We continue to love and support GFWC!!

14/15th District President - Cici Gaudet
District 14/15 has 7 clubs who have been busy little sailors.  We haven’t gone to sea, yet, but have done lots of good stuff here on land.  Together we have donated princess and super hero costumes to St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital so the kids there for treatment can have a little fun.  We have collected food items for a Thanksgiving basket to be donated to a needy family.  We handmade cards to be sent to military service men/women to give them our thanks and support.  At our convention we planted a pinwheel garden and watered it with love.  We also had a very successful fundraiser, Purses and Plants, and raised $2,000 for the District.  Our individual clubs marched on with many projects and have added a total of 24 new members to our District.

My Geneseo Women’s Club collected items for both a Thanksgiving and Christmas food basket to be given to families through the Food Pantry.  One member made and donated blankets, with a toy, to be given to all children registered with the holiday Food Pantry.  We are pleased to have installed 5 new members this year.  Club members had a fun shopping trip to Good Will on their 88 cent day and purchased 10 coats and accessories to be donated to a homeless shelter.  Other coats and winter items were also donated by members.  We are now planning a “Princess Tea” to be held April 1 and will invite young girls to come, with their Mothers, as their favorite princess.  We will have princesses in costume to help entertain with songs, dancing and stories.  Little cakes, cookies, and tea/milk will be served.  We hope all their mothers will want to join our club when the day is over.

The Milan Women’s Club had a Vino Van Gough painting party to recruit new members.  They are happy to say they now have 3 new sailors.  They are planning a Pizza Fundraiser and will have a Scavenger Hunt with the Hampton Rapids Jr. Women’s Club.

The GFWC Macomb Women’s Club helped member Lotus Webb celebrate her 100th birthday.  They welcomed 10 new members, but said goodbye in a candle light service to 5 members who had passed away.  A successful Trivia Night netted the club $1,300.  Project Santa through WIRC in Macomb netted $1,387 in gifts and cash.  They donated 83 hours of club member’s time wrapping holiday gifts.

The Abingdon Jr. Women’s Club in their Share Your Heart program for the Christmas season helped 63 children (30) families with a $30 gift card to Dollar General.  They donated 8 lap robes and lotion to the Care Center in Abingdon for Christmas.  75 coats were given to the school and two domestic violence centers.  They donated 12 costumes to the Peoria Children’s Hospital in affiliation with St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital.  24 fleece blankets were given to two hospitals in Galesburg for children during the holidays.

The Jr. Women’s Club of Rock Island purchased Christmas gifts for residents of a Senior Center. They made and sold 200 hand-painted Christmas ornaments for the holidays.  They provided ushers for a community theatre production and will be making wine glass candle holders at a coming meeting.

GFWC Hampton Rapids Jr. Women’s Club members recently celebrated their 10 year anniversary by inviting the community to an event at which programs and projects were highlighted.  Over 50 people attended and perhaps as a result the club’s membership has increased to 18 members.  Recent projects of the club include furnishing an apartment for a family of four for World Relief, decorating the villages’ Welcome Signs for autumn and Christmas, making craft gifts for clients of an adult day care program, and assisting local Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts with badges and projects.  Club members continue to pick up trash along Rt. 84 for Adopt-a-Highway, display pinwheels for Child Abuse Awareness, assist the local Historical Society with fundraising events, and maintain flower beds at the Welcome Signs and the local community center.
What a great District we are so proud of all our Sea Dogs!

17th District President - Malinda Valeu

17th District Junior Director - Cathy Gregait
The 17th District has “Set Sail……to Volunteer”.  With eight general clubs and 6 Junior Clubs we are proud to be a “flagship” in the Central Region.   The 17th District is very proud to be the home of past GFWC Director of Junior Clubs, Becky Weber, as well as GFWC Illinois Past Presidents, Rudelle Goodwin and Carol Rich and GFWC Illinois Past Director of Junior Clubs, Ruth Sloot, Becky Weber and Candy Godbee.   These ladies continue to be a “beacon of light” in the 17th District.

The clubs in the 17th District have participated in many of the GFWC and GFWC Illinois projects as well as providing outstanding volunteer service to their local communities.  Prevent Child Abuse continues to be a focus in the 17th District with many clubs promoting awareness by planting pinwheel gardens during Child Abuse Prevention Month.  Clubwomen continue to support their local communities by donating books to libraries, volunteering at blood drives, making and stuffing stockings for Operation Santa, donating to Veterans homes and Domestic Violence shelters, providing funeral meals and many, many more projects.  They have raised funds by hosting house walks, having garage sales and providing refreshments at outdoor band concerts in the summer, just to name a few.  

All this while promoting the outstanding work of GFWC Clubwomen and maintaining strong bonds of friendship.   I am proud to be serving as District President for the dedicated  members of 17th District that have “Set Sail…..to Volunteer”.  

18th District President - Karel Volpert

The first goal for the 18th District is to focus on our theme “Our Wings Are Made to Fly!”  We are “Women identifying needs and giving service” in our communities, our state, and our world.  To remind us of this goal, the symbol for our district is the butterfly.  Our 5 clubs have embraced this challenge by the worthwhile projects which have been completed during the past year:  donating pajamas and socks to a local mission; sharing gifts with patients at the VA in Danville; collecting school supplies and preparing staff treat bags for a local school; making baked items for service providers; providing for a handicapped accessible sidewalk and playground mulch in their village park; purchasing items for an area animal shelter; holding a program featuring a recovering drug addict for members and their community; donating underwear and socks for children in need; and more.

The second goal is our emphasis:  “Preserving Our Natural Resources.”  In August, our Board held an orientation meeting at the Environmental Education Center at Kennekuk County Park.  A naturalist from the Vermilion County Conservation District shared information with our group in November.  At our March Board Meeting, speakers from the Eco-Justice Collaborative told the group about their work in cleaning up the Dynegy Coal Ash Pits along the Middle Fork River which is Illinois only National Scenic River.  Teresa Sanford-Shipplett shared information about monarch butterflies with members at our District Convention.   The district held a raffle for a butterfly basket during March and April with the proceeds to be used to improve the butterfly garden at Forest Glen Preserve and to provide plants for butterflies at Kennekuk County Park.

Our third goal is to honor veterans.  Wreaths for Wreaths Across America were purchased by the district, members, and a club.  Two members participated by laying wreaths on graves and attending the ceremony at the VA in Danville. 

The fourth goal is supporting those affected by domestic violence.  The district unity project for this year is collecting sheets, pillows, towels, blankets, and toiletries for Crosspoint at the Y Shelter in Danville.  These gifts will be accepted by a representative of the shelter at our District Convention.  

Our last goal is working to keep “Our Promise…A Safe Place for Every Child.”  Our district, clubs, and members supported the PCA Illinois Walk for Children which was held last June in Springfield.  Clubs were encouraged to plant pinwheels in April and to participate in “Wear Blue Day” on April 7.  In addition, we held a “Pinwheels for Prevention” planting service at our District Convention on April 29.     

19th District President - Judy Sochor

The theme chosen for this administration has been "Sailing Through Life Trying to Accomplish Something" and we have been "sailing" around 19th District trying to help make a difference in the various clubs of our district. The 8 General Club, 1 Junior Club and 1 Juniorette Club have all been busy recruiting new members and raising money for the various projects and programs they choose to do each club year. We have gained new members but in turn we lose some so we are trying to maintain our memberships. We held our first 2016 Summer Board meeting in June and had our Fall Institute in September. Spring Board 2017 was held in March and the Spring Convention is in April. So we have 4 district meetings a year.
The GFWC Cerro Gordo Woman's Club hosted the Summer Board and the theme was "It's a Beach Party". A pound auction and a 50/50 raffle was held. The annual Fall Institute was hosted by the GFWC Decatur Woman' Club. The Fundraiser was a purse auction. Members bring purses they no longer want and put a surprise inside. It went very well. We also had a 50/50 drawing. At the Spring Board meeting we have a Bake Sale. The Community Program Chairman and Standing Committee gave their reports. It was hosted by the Atwood GFWC/Illinois Woman's Club. At the Spring Convention held in April we have a Basket Raffle and a 50/50 raffle. The clubs and individuals bring baskets filled with awesome things. President Phyllis Skubic, Director of Junior Clubs and Central Region Vice President will be our guests. These meetings are hosted by the clubs in our district.

Celebrations in our district are GFWC Decatur Woman's Club (130), GFWC Tuscola Woman's Club (123), GFWC Illinois Woman's Club of Champaign-Urbana (120), GFWC Newman Woman's Club (116), Atwood GFWC/Illinois Woman's Club (115), GFWC Cerro Gordo Woman's Club (105), GFWC Champaign-Urbana Juniors (87), GFWC Mahomet Town and Country Woman's Club (80) and GFWC Champaign-Urbana Juniorettes (2).
 I look forward to visiting these clubs. They are all very active and do lots of interesting projects and programs.
22nd District President - Sarah Ross
Since June, 2016, the 22nd District has had two quarterly meetings, a Summer Seminar planned by Nancy Lee and Ann Housden, a Spring Convention and a Fall Open Meeting.  Officer’s positions except President Elect have been filled as have most chairmanships.  The Quarterly meetings have been small but interesting. 

Three Clubs celebrated anniversaries in 2016.  GFWC Illinois Federated Woman’s Club of Greater Belleville celebrated its 25th year of federation, GFWC Fairview Heights Woman’s Club celebrated its 50th year, and GFWC Illinois Wood River Woman’s Club celebrated 100 years.  Freeburg woman’s Club celebrates its 100th year in May, 2017.  
Our individual clubs remain active.  The Volunteer Spirit is alive and well in District 22.  Almost all of the clubs have raised money for needy kids in the schools and donated school supplies, clothing, and/or books.  Many have contributed time, energy and funds to various art projects and art classes.  Items were collected for food pantries, pregnancy care centers, crisis centers.  Money has been given for scholarships.  Veteran concerns were often supported with gifts to hospitals, veteran’s centers, cards for heroes.   One club raised over $14,000 for the local food pantry.

Fundraising is of course of major concern and it has been done with Teas, selling coffee, cookies, lemonade at various events, rummage sales and rummage collections sold by the pound, selling nuts and related items, milkweed seeds, card parties, Quilt raffles, other raffles.

Community participation was apparent: entry in local parades and a soap box derby, community rummage sales and garage sales, hosting library functions, and partnering with other service organizations.

Our clubs enjoy themselves and each other and have a good time working in their communities and caring for their neighbors.  I am proud of them and they are proud of themselves.

23rd District President - Julie Ivers

District 23 is home for me!  Our area in Illinois encompasses the Banks of the Wabash River to the east, across the state to the west of the Kaskaskia River banks.  Does this make you want to get out your Illinois map?

We are home to eight General Clubs and two Junior Clubs.  On our journeys to four District Meetings/year, we have formed dear and lasting friendships of our 101 members.

When we visit for our District Meetings, we always ask the hosting club if there is anything we can bring to help their club or community.  This usually involves food items to help the local food pantries and back-pack programs for school children, in need of weekend food.  For as we know, there is always a need.

At our District Convention, clubs were asked to bring items familiar to their community to make a basket to be raffled at the State Convention.  This will be an opportunity to make a connection with another GFWC member in the state, perhaps encouraging her to make a visit to our area.

Our District made a monetary donation to the Isabella Candee Foundation, celebrating the anniversary of this worthy foundation.  The District will again award a $350 scholarship to a student in our area, as well as a $350 Art Scholarship.  The District Scholarship is awarded annually and we strive to award the Art Scholarship every three years.  We raise funds from raffles at our District Meetings.  We are currently raffling a Vera Bradley “Pop Art” design shoulder bag to refurbish the Art Scholarship Fund.

We thank Phyllis, Shelli and Alice for attending our District Convention.  It’s an uplifting experience when they take the time to travel to our corner of the state.

We are looking forward to visiting Newton in May for our District Meeting and joining them in celebrating their 100th Anniversary!

Arts Chair - Betty Koran
As the GFWC Illinois Arts Chairman I wrote an article for the GFWC Illinois Clubwoman magazine adding my emphasis and plans for this administration to information provided by GFWC. I then wrote an article on the GFWC Arts program for the Summer Seminar booklet. For the Board of Directors meeting I prepared and presented a report on the arts and how integral a part of our lives they are, surrounding us daily if we just open our eyes and tune in our ears. Finally, I prepared a short article on pertinent information related to the art room at the upcoming GFWC Illinois Annual Convention. So in summary I spent time writing articles and reports, which I presented to GFWC Illinois clubwomen. I judged club reports and spent time setting up the art room at Convention. I also bought different supplies for the art room at convention. (1 Project, 128 Hours, $403.00 In Kind) 

The GFWC Illinois Junior Art Chairman gave one report to the Junior State Board of Directors and prepared and distributed one handout. She spent 25 hours as a chairman and donated $45.00. (1 Project, 25 Hours, $45.00 In Kind) 

The Illinois Federation Art School Chairman wrote an article for the GFWC Illinois Clubwoman magazine. The Illinois Art School is held at Eastern Illinois University in July. A brochure is sent to all the high schools in the state and to all club presidents to distribute. Students attend classes for an entire week learning different mediums of Art. Last year 28 scholarships were awarded between sponsorship and donations. The Chairman attends the Art School as well. (1 Project, 20 Hours, $1634.00 Donated) 

Pennies for Art—Our State supports the efforts of art students by offering $250 grants, which will impact school art activities. The grants may be used for art or music appreciation, the production of an all-school play or to purchase art supplies for the classroom. Clubs may request on grant per year. (1 Project, 1 Hour, $250.00 Donated) 

Piggy’s on Parade—In an effort to promote Pennies for Art, a contest was held for all Illinois clubs. They could design and display a piggy bank at their meetings for to put their coins in. These were donated to Pennies for Art. The banks were judged for creativity and paraded around the business session at state convention. (1 Project, 2 Hours, $1256.44 Donated) 

Very Special Arts—The State supports VSA by offering a grant to one club to assist in underwriting the cost of a VSA project. VSA is dedicated to providing quality art programs for children and adults with disabilities. (1 Project, 1 Hour, $82.00 Donated) 

Convention Pianist—one club member performed at State Convention before each meal and for the processionals. (1 Project, 6 Hours, $200.00 Donated) 

District Activities—Our Districts also promote the arts at their district meetings and conventions. They reported a variety of activities and programs, insuring that their attendees have an enjoyable time. (4 Projects, 380 Hours, $375.00 Donated) 

Chairmen, District, and State Statistic Totals:

11 Projects 
563 Hours 
$3797.44 Donated 
$448.00 In Kind

Conservation Chair – Wanda Burklow
Here we are half way through this administration and I have done a lot of recycling and reusing but my reducing is not working out at all! Thank goodness every one is not like me.  That's right Illinois clubwomen have been hard at work this past year. In the Conservation Community Service Program 83 clubs reported 448 projects. 2,249 members worked on those projects for 12,775 hours.  I am amazed at what all they accomplished.  They donated $15,234 and in kind donations totaled $10,514.  Just think if every club in Illinois had reported, those figures would probably have tripled.  Thank you all for what you have accomplished and please keep up the good work. And if you have any reducing tips please let me know. 

I have learned more than I have taught this year, I love hearing about the clubs that say the Conservation Pledge at every meeting. I did not know there was a conservation pledge until so many clubs reported it.  I promise that our club will be learning and doing this pledge.  I also plan to get copies to all district presidents at this convention to take back to their clubs. Another thing I learned, there is a non-profit company in Japan that recycles old dentures and donates the proceeds to UNICEF, look into it, you can do conservation and international outreach at the same time. You can also recycle old pantyhose into playground equipment. Don't throw it away recycle it or reuse it, whatever it is. 

 And every time you see a butterfly flying around your yard, admire it, it was probably saved because of GFWC volunteers. There are many clubs doing great projects to bring back the monarch as well as the honey bees.

We hope to get more "GO GREEN" facts out to you in the fall but until then, keep up the amazing job that you all are doing. If there is any way that I can help you or any information that you need about conservation please let me know and I will try my best to get you the answers.  Can't wait to see what I can learn in the next year. Thank you all again for a job well done!!

Home Life Chair - Mary Jane Koester
As chairman, I have completed 68 hours and spent $264. I’ve read and judged 104 reports.

As chairman, I was interested in learning as much as I could about Home Life projects and the partnerships affiliated with Home Life.

At summer seminar, I presented a program on Easter Seals and Autism, to educate myself and others on these very special programs. I also wrote an article for the seminar booklet. I worked with my Junior chairman, Ruby Feely, in writing an article on HomeLife for the GFWC Illinois Clubwoman Magazine. 

For the November state board meeting, Ruby and I worked together on a presentation on “Decluttering”, how it affects our home life and our minds. I wrote the oral presentation and Ruby added the prop demonstration. I also wrote a report for the state board booklet.

I attended the state convention in May and picked up information to share with the clubs. I have gained communication skills and public speaking skills.  I am still working on organization skills.

International Outreach Chair - Ruth Sloot





International Outreach Junior Chair - Beth Magoon 
Thank you so much for reporting your activities in the International Outreach Community Service Program.  As Illinois clubwomen Set Sail to Explore the Possibilities, clubs used their imagination to initiate and carryout outstanding projects that improved the circumstances of people around the world. GFWC Partnership Project Operation Smile received financial support from many clubs. Special fundraisers were held such as a car wash, a raffle at a summer membership party, and from electronics recycling electronics.  Clubs also spent countless hours making Operation Smile dolls, quilts, no-no armbands, and smile bags.  In addition, clubs donated small stuffed animals, crayons, toothbrushes and toothpaste.  Clubs continue to be encouraged to support Operation Smile and help GFWC raise $150,000 to fund an international mission to provide cleft palate surgeries.

From donating ducks, chickens, rabbits, llamas, and bees, club continue to support Heifer International.  Special goat donations were made to help break the curse of the billy goat which has prevented the Chicago Cubs from winning the World Series. Heifer International believes in the concept of Give a man a fish and you feed him for a day; teach a man to fish and you feed him for a lifetime.  Clubs provided livestock which will feed families for many generations.

Shot@ Life had limited support from the Illinois clubs.  Shot@Life provides vaccinations to children in developing nations to eliminate the four major diseases that kill children:  pneumonia, measles, diarrhea, and polio.  Programs were held on Shot@Life and clubs encouraged members to Get a Shot Give a Shot through a program offered by Walgreens.  Clubs made donations, and for each $1 donated, a child received the necessary vaccinations. The goal for this year was to eradicate polio from the world.

The US Fund for UNICEF focuses on international sex trafficking.  One club had a community program on human trafficking.  Another club supported Free the Girls which provided new and gently used bras to provide job opportunities for women rescued from sex trafficking.  
The chairmen wrote articles for the Illinois Clubwoman, and gave presentations at Summer Seminar, club meetings, and State Board meetings.  In addition, reports were written, as well as, countless hours spent judging.  The chairman attended all required meetings including attendance at the GFWC Convention in Baltimore, Maryland.   The Junior Chairman and the General Chairman look forward to being invited to clubs and districts to present more programs on International Outreach.

	International
Outreach
	# of 
Clubs
	# of
Projects
	# Members
	Volunteer
Hours
	$ Donated
	In-Kind

	Community Service Projects
	46
	127
	
1130
	2275.5
	43193.09
	9733.81

	Helping Babies Breath
	8
	
	
	
	

172
	

	Heifer 
	21
	22
	681
	304
	1922
	

	Operation Smile
	27
	44
	730
	1599
	2318
	

	Shot@Life
	7
	8
	197
	26
	288
	

	US Fund for UNICEF
	4
	6
	95
	111.5
	232
	

	TOTAL
	
	207
	
	4316.3
	$47953.15
	$19488.81


Public Issues Chair – Gerri Eck
GFWC Illinois Public Issues Clubs Static Reported:  95 clubs reported, working on 662 projects, with 2778 members, working 16362.85 hours donating $46,259.85 with $51,086.26 in-kind donations.  The GFWC Illinois Districts reported 4 projects, with 112 members, $165.00 donated, and $110.00 in-kind donations.  The state did the following:  American Indian Center-Donated $355.00, Illinois Fire Safety Alliance -Donated $1912.00 Native American Scholarship- Donated $222.00 and USO-donated $1061.50. 

This Chairman at the beginning of this administration met with the past chairperson to get ideas and brochures from her term.  Attended the GFWC Illinois Board of Directors Orientation.  With the duties of this chair, I will also be serving as chair of the Native American Scholarship.  Attended the GFWC Illinois Summer Seminar, which my junior counter part and I spoke on the following topics:  Citizenship, Military Personnel, Emergency and Disaster Preparedness, Safety and Crime Prevention (Human trafficking and “We Are Everytown for Gun Safety”), The American Indian Center of Chicago…along with our partnerships and proposed projects.   We also wrote an article for the Summer Seminar Booklet along gathering information to hand out to members  

I attended the Great Lakes Conference, which I heard a speaker Luis Rodriguez on “Everytown for Gun Safety” which I brought more information back to the clubs.  The Conference had members signed Thanksgiving cards for the veterans in their area in which I delivered the ones from Illinois to Hines Veteran’s Chicago.  I attended the GFWC Illinois Fall/Winter Board of Directors Meeting and with my junior counter part spoke on the history of Veteran’s Day and “Wreaths Across America” along with writing a report for the board book.   I brought around 80 veterans cards for the members to sign at the meeting and I hand delivered them to Hines Hospital.  At that meeting, a collection was taken for “Wreaths Across America” to purchase wreaths. We collected $582.00 along with individual clubs in Illinois we collected $4605.00.  I am so proud to announce that the Illinois Clubwomen placed 345 wreaths at the Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery.  One club made their own decorated wreaths for the veterans in the Old State Cemetery.  They wrapped fake pines around wire and attached a red bow.  This Chairman wrote articles about “Wreaths Across America” in the winter issue of the GFWC Illinois Clubwomen.  Wrote the history of “Wreaths Across America” in the GFWC Illinois Key Notes.    Clubs in Illinois are very dedicated to the Veterans homes, hospitals, and the Fisher House in their area.  Clubs attended the Honor Flight, donated to the USO, and made clothing for Sew Much Comfort.  Clubs had their Police and Fire Department speak at their clubs on safety issues in the homes and the community.  Clubs donated to the American Indian Center with school supplies, books, hats, scarves, miscellaneous items, along with monetary donations.  Several clubs donated to the Native American Scholarships.   

This Chairman wrote 5 articles and spoke at 1 state board meeting and summer seminar, 1 salad luncheon and 2 clubs along with 2 programs on Historic Preservation (Which I am chairperson and commissioner of the Joliet Historic Preservation Commission).  

Thank You for your dedicated work in your communities.  You did Set Sail…to Explore the Possibilities.       

Bylaws Chair - Elena Lipinski
After the 2016 Fall Board of Directors Meeting, the GFWC Illinois Bylaws committee met to review the submitted bylaws proposals and revisions.  This committee provided a copy to the Headquarters Executive Secretary of the proposed amendments to the Bylaws.  These were then sent to all delegates with the Call to the GFWC Illinois 2017 annual convention.  

These proposed amendments will be presented at the GFWC Illinois 2017 annual convention with recommendations, thus following the procedures established during their creation.  Once voted upon, the GFWC Illinois Bylaws will be updated to reflect the amendments that are adopted at the GFWC Illinois 2017 Convention.
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· Does the GFWC Illinois club to which you belong go through a similar procedure with its bylaws?  

· If so, how often?  

· Are your club bylaws current and clear? 

If not, it’s time to review your club Bylaws in order to keep this working document in good order and a reflection of current club practice. 

My constitution was destroyed long ago; now I am living under the bylaws.  

Clarence Darrow
Elections Chairmen -
Betty Peters, Chairman




Jan Bates, Member




Jackie Pierce, Parliamentarian

The first year of the 2016-2018 administration has come to an end and now we need to begin thinking seriously about running for a position on the Executive Committee for the 2018-2020 term.  Even though Election Day 2018 is a year away, there are preparations to be made for any candidates seeking office.  The Election Committee encourages you to review the GFWC Illinois Bylaws, Article V, “Officers” (pages 33 and 34) in your state yearbooks to learn about the Candidacy, such as eligibility, endorsement requirements and the nomination procedure.  Further information will be given out in the next couple of months.

The Procedures for Nomination and the Declaration of Candidates for GFWC Illinois Office will be distributed to District Presidents.

The Declaration of Candidates and supporting documents need to be completed and submitted to both the Elections Committee and to GFWC Illinois Headquarters by December 1, 2017. 


The Elections Committee is looking forward to the election of officers at the 2018 Convention.  

Clubwoman Managing Editor - Natalie Garling
In 2016, the GFWC Illinois Clubwoman Magazine was published 2 times.  The Summer Issue was published in print and online with 20 pages of content introducing our new Executive Committee, Chairmen and special projects for the 2016-2018 term.   The Winter Issue was published online with 22 pages of content focusing on reporting and upcoming events. 

GFWC IL State Project “Our Promise… a Safe Place for Every Child” Chair - Karen Meyer






Junior Special Projects Chair - Allison Hale
We would like to extend our sincere thanks to the 61 clubs that reported this year, of these clubs 56 included narratives.  Clubs reported 318 projects. The number of members participating was 1,360 for a total of 6,267.25 hours. $48,334.35 was donated and there were in-kind donations of $17,122.29. The State was awash with beautiful pinwheel gardens last year and I hope to see that there are even more in 2017.  Thank you for all that you accomplished this year!!!  

Clubs supported PCA Illinois financially through fundraisers. They supported St. Jude both financially and with gifts of art supplies. Donations were made to Children’s Research Foundation. Baby showers were held to donate to healthy family organizations in the community. Stuffed animals were donated to local advocacy centers and shelters. Fleece blankets were made and donated to community children in need. These are just a few of the wonderful acts of kindness by Club Members throughout the state during this last year.  

There is still so much you can do to support children.  Participate or support in the 8th Annual Illinois Walk for Children: Be a Superhero to Every Child is a fundraiser for Prevent Child Abuse Illinois to help continue their efforts of providing child abuse prevention education throughout the state of Illinois. You can walk in person or be a virtual walked to support the event on May 20, 2017 starting at 10 AM. This year's Walk will be returning to the beautiful Southern View Park location in Springfield. 

Continue to support St. Jude, visit http://fundraising.stjude.org website to find events of all different types around Illinois.  

GFWC Signature Project: Domestic Violence Awareness and Prevention Chair - Mary Jo Murphy
REPORTS RECEIVED:  56


    
 
NUMBER OF MEMBERS PARTICIPATING: 1580             
NUMBER OF PROGRAMS/PROJECTS:
 176
    
NUMBER OF VOLUNTEER HOURS:  6,647                           
DOLLARS DONATED:
$17,636.32
                
VALUE OF IN-KIND DONATIONS: $37,217.89

GFWC ILLINOIS CLUB WOMEN, CONGRATULATIONS!   

You have pulled up the anchor, raised the main mast to steer your clubs and districts on course!  You’ve explored the many possibilities of charting new waters in the fight against Domestic Violence!  Your VOICES AGAINST VIOLENCE are being heard in this great state of Illinois.  The opening of your creative minds and generous hearts has unleashed a wide collection of “mentionables” and “unmentionables”!  YOU supported your local domestic violence shelters, not only monetarily, but in clothing , food, kitchen and bathroom supplies, purses, blankets, sheets and towels, undies, socks, pajamas, perfumes, make-up, business attire, books, jewelry,  gift cards, personal care products.  Look at the dollar amount of In-Kind donations reported by just 56 Clubs!!  Your VOICES have expanded awareness and your continued determination to put an end to violence in the homes of your communities is recognized and applauded. 

ARE WE THERE YET?


NO, we’re still in deep water, still riding the waves.  We have more ports of call to explore!   Invent a fun new way to involve members in some summertime planning and putting together of a PURPLIZED PROJECT or PROGRAM  to promote your club’s involvement in the Signature Project of this Federation.  Using their VOICES AGAINST VIOLENCE  boast about our involvement with and our concern for women and children.  Promote awareness any way you can.  Educate all age levels on prevention.  No longer can we close our eyes, turn our heads, or pretend such things don’t exist.  Give victims of abuse a face and a voice.  The call to action is very real.  No community goes untouched by the presence of domestic violence.  But those communities and counties where shelters and crisis centers are supported by the work of the membership of GFWC ILLINOIS, reach more and serve more victims because we are there to help.  As your good project ideas come to our chairmen, they are shared.  There is much we can do.  Investigate.  

From Admiral Skubic, Commander of the Good Ship GFWC ILLINOIS:  A FUN idea done at the November State Board meeting to share:  Board members arrived with a pre-assigned kitchen item.  Generosity almost scuttled the ship, but our 80 Junior and General State Board members, working in teams, filled to overflowing, 16 laundry baskets with donated items.  Each basket, valued at $125.00, was given to Freedom House Domestic Abuse Shelter in Princeton, to be given to families leaving the shelter and starting a new life on their own. 

Fun? YES!    Purplized?  DEFINITELY!

In this past year, it has been an honor to have worked with both Karel Volpert and Karen Meyer, as State project chairmen of “Our Promise, A Safe Place For Every Child”, Becky Weber, Legislation and Fashion Show Chairman, Karen Charvat as Fashion Show Chairman, and Allison Hale, as Junior Special Projects Chairman.  Each of us attended and reported in our home clubs and districts, as well as at Summer Seminar and the November meeting of the GFWC Illinois Board and Junior Board of Directors.  We share the belief that the prevention of domestic violence IS prevention of child abuse.  The outstanding efforts of GFWC Illinois, in partnership with Prevent Child Abuse Illinois, is remarkable and strong. The 20th celebration of the Blue Ribbon Luncheon and Fashion Show stands as testimony to the intent of GFWC Illinois Clubwomen to roll up their sleeves and make a difference in the lives of women and children all over this state.  We thank you for speaking out for those who cannot find a voice of their own.   
SAIL ON!  EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITIES!!

Isabella Candee Foundation Chair – Patricia Heitman
The GFWC Illinois Isabella Candee Foundation was established November 19, 1987 and in 1990 combined with the GFWC Illinois Endowment Fund to be used for the underwriting of deficits in the GFWC Illinois budget.  It was established with the intent that the Foundation would be self-supporting whereby all expenses incurred by the Foundation would be paid by the Foundation. The remaining principal to be invested and the income from that investment be used to underwrite the GFWC Illinois Budget deficit.

The Foundation is overseen by an advisory committee; the chairman maintains the records and recording thereof. The Chairman receives notification of receipts from GFWC Illinois Headquarters, records the same, and sends the appropriate acknowledgement cards.  A yearly record from April 21st through April 20th is presented at the annual convention of GFWC Illinois. Contributions of $5.00 and more for listed per member, club, and district.

Statistics for the 2016 year – January 1st through December 31st
Income Received:
 $4,236.29
Chairman Hours:
161 Hours   Postage Expense:  $105.84 
Paper/Printing: $75.00

 (2 Board of Directors Meetings, Convention, Summer Seminar, Receipt of Income, Record Keeping, Sending of Acknowledgement cards, Report writing)

Legislation/Public Policy Chair – Becky Weber
REPORTS RECEIVED: 32
NUMBER OF PROJECTS: 151   VOLUNTEER HOURS: 743  MONIES SPENT: $543.00

CLUB PROJECTS:

· Members signed up for the GFWC Legislative Action Center

· Members received and responded to GFWC Legislative Alerts

· Clubs met with Mayors and city councils to discuss local issues

· Clubs educated members in January of new state laws effective Jan. 1, 2016

· State and Federal legislators spoke at club meetings

· Information on State and Federal legislators is included in club yearbooks

· One club legislation chairman discussed a new or pending bill at each meeting

· One club participated in a letter writing campaign and was successful in getting a law changed

· Clubs signed petitions that supported redistricting the Illinois state political and legislative map

· The “Senate Week in Review” was distributed monthly by one club

· Club newsletters included “Tips for Calling your Legislator’s Office”, “Tips for Writing your Legislator”, “GFWC and Public Policy Advocacy and Lobbying”, “Advocacy Do’s and Don’ts” and Advocacy Strategies on how “GFWC Clubs Can Advocate”

As GFWC Illinois Legislation Chairman, I met with the GFWC IL Junior Woman’s Encore Club and18th District Congressman Darin LaHood, testified at an Illinois Senate Sub-committee hearing on behalf of Stephanie’s law, presented at the GFWC IL LEADS, and signed up numerous GFWC Illinois club members to the GFWC Legislative Action Center.

I also represent GFWC Illinois on the Prevent Child Abuse Illinois Board of Directors and attended the Illinois DCFS Child Abuse Prevention Month at the Peoria Zoo on April 3. In October I attended the PCA Illinois Conference and participated in advocacy workshops. I also prepared an article for the GFWC Illinois Region Meeting booklet, presented at two of the seminars, wrote an article for the GFWC Illinois Clubwoman magazine, 2 articles for the GFWC Illinois Board Meeting booklet and kept our members informed about important legislative issues. In October, I also attended the GFWC Great Lakes Region conference in Wisconsin and presented a Legislative workshop.

The GFWC Illinois Legislation Chairman also serves as the Resolutions Committee Chairman.  I presented the 2016 resolution changes and additions at the 2016 GFWC Illinois State Convention in May.  The committee met and reviewed 7 resolutions; 3 proposed to be amended, 4 proposed to be rescinded and 5 new proposed resolutions. 

Scholarships Chair - Judy Rader
Over 90 scholarship applications were received this spring. Independent judges scoured the reports and agreed on winners and alternates for all categories resulting in $7800 in financial assistance for 9 Illinois students. High school seniors and current college students are eligible to apply. If your club did not distribute scholarship applications to your local schools this spring, be sure to take advantage of the opportunity next year to support your local students. Scholarship applications will be distributed with the club presidents’ reporting packets this fall. Scholarships available in 2018 will include the fields of Art, Drama, Music, Public Issues, Library Science, the Vocational fields and Cultural Exchange. You can make a difference!   judyrader51@gmail.com       (217) 732-1709

Women’s History and Resource Center (WHRC)/GFWC 1734 Society Chair - Diane Addante

What a great chairmanship this is for someone who loves history in general and the history of our organization in particular.  As WHRC/GFWC 1734 Chairman, I have set for myself several goals:  To make sure our clubwomen know about the resources available via the WHRC and that they are comfortable using those resources; to ensure that our ladies know about GFWC 1734 Society and understand the importance of preserving our national headquarters; to encourage our members to become Friends of WHRC yearly and to suggest that members consider financial support for GFWC 1734 Society on a regular basis.  

The first year of this administration, we focused on GFWC 1734 Society, asking clubs and individual members to donate $17.34 to support the ongoing maintenance and preservation of our historical headquarters at 1734 N Street NW in Washington, DC.  As incentive, those who did so are listed in the Convention Program Booklet and those members will be invited for a special photo op with GFWC Representatives at Convention.  We had a reasonable response to this challenge.  Since we are still tabulating results, final totals will be available at Convention.  We were fortunate to have several members visit DC and stay at Headquarters while there and their donations were credited to 1734 Society, so of course, we are including those figures in our totals.  If Illinois Clubwomen know that there is a fund for maintenance and preservation of “Our Home” in DC, mission accomplished.  Many thanks to Trisha Schafer for her “Preserve Our Headquarters” program last administration.  This paved the way for increased awareness of GFWC 1734 Society.

The focus for the second year of this term will be on WHRC.  We are encouraging members to become Friends of WHRC.  Members who do are recognized in an issue of the GFWC Clubwoman Magazine and we hope to offer further incentive, tba.  We will talk more about the WHRC Newsletter, a fine publication, bringing members interesting information that clubs can use for a program, new member orientation, Federation Day celebration, newsletter/newspaper articles, etc.  Endless uses for this information – for free!  Visit gfwc.org, scroll to the bottom of the home page and provide your email address to subscribe to the WHRC Newsletter.  GFWC offers so many valuable resources and we want to be sure our members are aware of them and making use of all that’s available.

This chairman has attended GFWC Illinois Board Orientation in Bloomington, prepared Summer Seminar reports/handouts, attended and reported at the Northern Region session, attended and reported at State Boards in Princeton and Lisle and judged WHRC Reports for this Convention.  It has been a fascinating journey doing “Federation Fridays.”  This was started to share more detailed history of both GFWC Illinois and GFWC with our members, figuring knowledge increases pride in membership.  Our history is rich and meaningful, and sharing it with you has been a pleasure.  I offer a most sincere tip of the cap to those dear ladies who captured all this information that we can now read and study.

It is a privilege to serve GFWC Illinois in this capacity and a special thank you to my Junior Counterpart, Donna Cross.  Donna is a terrific chairman and clubwoman and it is a pleasure to work with her.

Community Improvement Award Program Chair - Linda Anne Valentino

The Community Improvement Program contest will not be judged until 2018.  That gives Clubs who have not started their project ample time to select a project.

The Community Improvement Project began in the ‘50’s.  It is literally the longest standing project created by GFWC, and is called “The Heart and Soul of GFWC”.  Essentially this program was created for Club women to become engaged in their communities.  The project you select need not be huge.  It should, however, address an improvement or need of the community.

Wondering what to do?  Contact your community officials, agencies, schools, organizations, etc. in your community.  I’m sure they will have numerous suggestions.  Select one that is dear to your hearts.

You need not do this project alone.  Partner up with another club, a GFWC partner organization, professional or membership organization, government entities or other non profits.

Your community is the benefactor of your hard work.  Your club also benefits by becoming better known in the community, by networking with others/organizations, and you may win numerous awards.

The winner of the Community Improvement Project Contest in GFWC Illinois will also be entered in the GFWC contest.   All necessary information may be found in the 2016-2018 Club Manual under Awards.  Information regarding awards, entry form, suggestions, etc. are located there.  All entries must be MAILED to me for local judging.

Please consider creating a Community Improvement Project – it is “The Heart and Soul of GFWC”!!!!!

MAKE A DIFFERENCE DAY

 A huge “thank you” goes out to each club that participated in any way whatsoever on “MAKE A DIFFERENCE DAY”, October 22, 2016.  You are truly wonderful.

GFWC Illinois chose a theme “GFWC Illinois Fill the Pantries”.  I  am so proud that 16 clubs and 190 club members participated in this project.  Food pantries, low income schools, and domestic violence shelters benefitted from our efforts.  Another 16 clubs chose their own project on this date.  Their efforts also benefitted communities throughout the State.

So, did we MAKE A DIFFERENCE?  We certainly did.

Please look for information for our 2017 campaign.  We will use “GFWC Illinois Fill the Pantries” again.

Thank you so much for your continued support in feeding our children, seniors, physically and mentally disabled, homeless, veterans, victims of abuse, etc.   NO ONE SHOULD EVER BE HUNGRY IN AMERICA!!!!

[image: image10.png]


Epsilon Sigma Omicron (ESO) Chair - Barbara A. Potter
Epsilon Sigma Omicron (ESO) is an honorary educational society open to all members of Illinois GFWC Clubs.  ESO provides clubwomen with a structured reading program that is educational and stimulates a desire for self-improvement. ESO information is available online at www.gfwc.org/what-we-do/community-service-programs/epsilon-sigma-omicron.  For more than 60 years the ESO program has encouraged women to improve their education through reading.  The goals of ESO include:

· Stimulating systematic home reading and study with minimal supervision 

· Encouraging the establishment of home libraries and greater use of public libraries

·  Encouraging the formation of reading/study/discussion groups.

Another source for good reading material is your local library.  Local librarians have a wealth of information to help you find books that are interesting to you.  Check to see if your library subscribes to "BookPage", a selection guide for new books.  Editors evaluate and select for review the best books published in a variety of categories.  If your library doesn't subscribe to this magazine perhaps there is another similar magazine.  It is worth checking into. You might ask your librarian what the library's book club is reading for a list of good books.


This chairman would like to thank Sharon Gills  (Illinois ESO Chairman 2014-2016) for computerizing the Illinois ESO records.  This was a huge undertaking.  Sharon developed an easy to use system that tracks the readers reports.  Thank you Sharon.  

Look for our new program this summer.  We are inviting all Illinois club women to read Left Neglected by Lisa Genova.   We are going to share our discussion of this wonderful book with a group Face Book page. Detailed information will begiven in the Summer Seminar Reports.  


During the 2016 calendar year


 41 Illinois members sent in 



432 reports of their reading of 




2,159 books. 







Thank you to all the readers who 






sent in reports

Here is a list of some of the categories read: Non-Fiction,  Biography, Autobiographies, Mystery, Historical Fiction, Family Situations, Thriller/Suspense, Holiday Reading, Inspirational, Humor, Focus on Disability, Set in Europe, Motivational/Self-help, Animal Stories, Native Americans, Christian Fiction, Books published in a certain time period, and Books written by one author.





414 S. Thomas St.


815-265-4407





Gilman, Illinois, 60938

Barb@PotterRentals.com

Jennie Award Chair - Janice Perkins

Since summer 2016, fellow GFWC Illinois clubwomen have been receiving information regarding the rules and guidelines which needed to be followed and met to enter their applicant for the Jenny Award.  There have also been forms given out as well as information on where to look for more forms or new forms needed to apply for the award for your outstanding fellow volunteer.  This Jenny applicant personifies a club facilitator and volunteer, a local community organization volunteer, and a dedicated family facilitator who deserves to be congratulated and honored for her outstanding efforts.  Our President, Phyllis Skubic, has also taken every opportunity to remind us of the need to bring the efforts of these outstanding achievers to our attention.

Independent judges, who do not know these women, are used to judge all entries.  There is still a small window of opportunity to get applications in.  June 1, 2017, is the cutoff date for entries.  I’m ready and waiting to hear from you.

The address to send applications to is:  Janice Perkins, P.O. Box 81, Marengo, IL   60152-0081.  I suggest you also send me an e-mail alerting me to watch for the application.  My e-mail is jyperkins@juno.com.

Protocol Chair - Deb Strahanoski
Protocol and courtesy are two of the most mystifying parts of club work. Protocol deals with the treatment of an individual based on the office they hold.  

Protocol, originally a code of diplomatic or military etiquette and precedence, embodies the ideal of extending courtesy to honorees, guest and/or participants in the order of their relative rank. We use accepted protocol in the GFWC Illinois Federation of Women's Clubs because it promotes orderly procedures following the standard rules of etiquette.

When planning a Federation event, personal friendships, likes, and dislikes must not be considered. It may help to remember that the office held is being honored - not the person. 

The presiding officer is generally responsible for directing the application of the principles of protocol within the organization. Properly carried out, these will reflect favorably on her leadership ability, allowing introductions and meetings to proceed smoothly. 

A Protocol Chairman may be appointed to implement the plans for seating, processing, etc. 
Rank and Precedence

The first principle of protocol is to establish the rank of the participants. The following guidelines are for the order of rank at various levels within a state or District federation:

· The President holds the highest rank in her own organization - i.e., the local club, the district, the state. She is the presiding officer or hostess for functions of the organization. 

· At district and local club meetings, only the GFWC President has precedence over the GFWC Illinois President. At state meetings, the GFWC Illinois President ranks higher.

When introductions are given, the audience rises when the GFWC President and 

GFWC Illinois President is introduced. The same courtesy is extended to the GFWC and GFWC Illinois Directors of Junior Clubs at Junior meetings.

Protocol and Courtesy requires that you do not approach anyone at the head table once the meeting has been called to order. Any message is to be delivered via the Protocol Chairman, or the President's Assistant

The parliamentarian should be assigned the seat immediately to the left of the lectern or to the right of the President, to be convenient for consultation in a low voice should the need occur. 

Flag Etiquette

When there is a speaker's platform, the position of the flag depends on how it is displayed. When displayed flat, it should be positioned above and behind the speaker. When displayed from a staff, the flag of the United States of America should hold the position of superior prominence, in the position of honor at the right of the speaker (presiding officer) as she faces the audience. Any other flag so displayed should be on her left (to the right of the audience).

During rendition of the National Anthem when the flag is displayed, all present except those in uniform should stand at attention facing the flag, with the right hand over the heart. 

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America should be rendered by standing at attention facing the flag, with both hands empty, and the right hand over the heart. 

Business Casual Guidelines

· Aim for a classic and understated look when selecting your casual business wear for the day. Pick clothing that is comfortable yet communicates a professional attitude. 

· Combine some of your existing business wardrobe with casual attire; for example, try wearing a button-down shirt with khakis and loafers. Ask yourself, "Am I successfully representing myself?”

 Clothing should be clean, pressed or wrinkle free, and without holes or frayed areas. 

· Take your day's schedule into account when you are dressing. Do not make assumptions. 

· Casual clothing should make you more comfortable while, at the same time, projecting a professional image.

· When in doubt, leave it out!

REMEMBER…PROTOCOL - IT’S A MATTER OF COURTESY
Website Coordinator - Karen Erb
Are you looking for information about GFWC Illinois?  Are you looking for ideas for projects or new, exciting ways to entertain the members who attend your meetings?  Are you looking for pictures of your club or your club friends?  At www.gfwcillinois.org, we are trying to help you make your club work easier.  Each year the club presidents get printed copies of every report or project suggestion.  But sometimes those printed documents either get lost or perhaps never even get picked up from your district Chairman.  If you have a problem, your solution is to use the search feature of our website.  Every document the state administration prepares for you, and every idea the Community Service Chairmen share with you are found on the website. 

Since we are such a complex organization, trying to develop the ideas of our thousands of members can be challenging.  I, sincerely, try to keep it all organized, but my idea of where something should be put, does not often match your idea of where something should be.  I often put forms, etc, in two or more places, just to make it easier to find them.  But the easiest way to look for a document is to type a keyword in the search box on the Landing Page of the site.

The neat thing about using the search feature is that your document may not even be listed on one of the menu pages, but the search will find it.  Just be careful that you are dealing with the most current version.  Some of the old projects and forms are still actually in the directory on the server (the computer in cyberspace that has all our pages).

Do you love all the Federation Fridays that Diane Addante has produced?  They are all archived on the website, and you can still share them with your members.  I have also archived all the Key Notes and state Clubwoman magazines.  Our Great Lakes Region produces a newsletter called GFWC GLR Communiqué  Those issues are archived all the way back to 2014. 

Speaking of Great Lakes Region, watch our website for information about attending the convention September 14-17, right here in Illinois.  We are going to need your help, so stayed tuned in over the summer.

Something new is coming to our Education Committee.  Watch for information about joining a Face Book Group to discuss ESO books.  This is going to be a fun and informal reading and discussion group.

If you are not yet a Face Book member, please consider joining.  Over a billion people in the world are using Face Book.  It is a place to advertise your cause or share your memories.  I, personally, am friends with hundreds of my former students.  It give me immeasurable joy to see the progress of their children.  But Face Book is a wonderful place to keep up with the world of GFWC.  Our state FB page is always interesting.  You’ll see pictures of you friends, and you’ll see current information about our activities.  Websites are not designed to be the current news media.  That’s what Face Book and Twitter can do for the your club.  We recommend each club also set up a Face Book page.  We’ve decided to put the book discussion on Face Book because FB makes it so easy to have members contribute to the discussion.  This will be a private group, and members of the group only will see your comments.  No strangers will get information about you to invade your privacy.  

You can easily set up a Face Book page and set it for privacy, so that your membership is not visible for hackers.  I’ll be glad to walk you through setting it up.  Call me at 262.889.4815.  More information will be announced on our website, Face Book Page, and in our group email shortly after convention.

Don’t forget to get your alum friends to join the state mailing list.  Information is at www.gfwcillinois.org.  Clubs, please let me know the email addresses of members who have quit and new members who have joined.

Director Elect of Junior Clubs - Cherie Sieger
What an amazing year of developing friendships, learning new skills, and planning my 2018-2020 administration! My first year as your GFWC IL Director Elect of Junior Clubs has been an awesome experience in growth and development learning about GFWC IL and learning about myself. 

Since my installation, I attended the first Junior Executive Committee (EC) meeting. Created information for the new District Directors of Junior Clubs on communicating with the clubs in their district for orientation and I attended Orientation. The new EC met on an overnight EC meeting, it was a great bonding time and we got to know each other better, while getting work done.  We planned the next two years and planned the first Junior State Board meeting. 
I attended both Strategic Planning Committee meetings and had two phone conferences with the Financial Planning Committee in the fall and spring. Attending these meetings gives a serious in depth view of how our state organization is run financially and how we can increase our clubs’ membership to grow within our state and how we can improve our state and look forward to the future of GFWC IL. 
In the fall I attended the Great Lakes Region Conference in Lake Geneva, WI. What a fun time with GFWC women from the five states that make our region. I participated in the Fun Night of a costume party “Women in History, Fact or Fiction”. I dressed as Billie Jean King. There were many imaginative and creative costumes. I also had the opportunity to participate in a skit put on by IL President Phyllis Skubic, IL Director of Junior Clubs Jeanette Wells, IL President Elect Shelli Fehr, and Great Lakes Conference Chairman Kathy Koran inviting the women to Great Lakes Region Conference in 2017. Illinois will be the host for that conference. With Kathy’s creativity, the skit was loosely based on the “Love Boat” with a splash of “Gilligan’s Island”. I was “Doc Sieger”, what a fun time. We did the same skit at our fall board meeting the following week. 
My goal was to open communication with the District Directors and their clubs. I personally met with nearly all of the District Directors that did not attend orientation. I have been sending emails and letters to let them know I am here for them and to keep them informed of what is expected of them as Junior State Board members.

Finally, I’ve had meetings with Shelli Fehr to plan our administration, worked on proposing by-law and standing rules changes, plan our own conventions, and putting our ideas together to make our administration the best it could be has been very educational as well as fun. I am so lucky to have a counterpart with so much experience and has the future of GFWC Illinois in her heart. I am learning SO much from everyone I am serving with or under. Expanding my knowledge of GFWC IL and how to make our state organization the best it could be has me secure in the knowledge that I made the right decision to run as the next Director of Junior Clubs. Being in the position of Director Elect is an important role to learn everything needed to lead the GFWC IL Juniors into the future.

Junior Dean of Chairman – Loretta Revesz

Thank you to all the clubs who sent their Community Service Program and Advancement reports this year.  As the GFWC IL Junior Dean of Chairmen, I have been so blessed to read about all the amazing and incredible things the Illinois Juniors are doing to help design better lives in their communities.   The Dean of Chairmen is responsible for the reporting process along with ensuring that all the hard work of the Junior clubs is celebrated and recognized.   There is a lot of opportunity to make the whole process easier.  I know it can be overwhelming sometimes but there are many ways to make it smoother.  One of the goals set this year was to do just that—make reporting smoother.   This is the reason a Reporting Workshop for clubs or Districts was created. The workshop includes how and why to write a report, has practice exercises and plenty of time for questions and answers.  My General counterpart, Shelli Fehr, and I are available anytime to present!   My goal for the second half of the administration is to develop a better timeline and more detailed requirements specification that will make the Community Service Chairmen’s reporting stress-free.   

Junior Secretary - Joanne Meyer
As Secretary, I have attended all Junior Executive Committee meetings, as well as Junior/General State Board of Directors meetings.  I have taken minutes, and distributed them prior to EC and Board meetings for review by the members.  As chairman of the Standing Rules and Revisions Committee, I worked with my committee members to make recommendations and changes.  When needed, cards are sent to members on behalf of the Junior Board.  Christmas cards are also sent.  It has been a great privilege to work with my General counterpart, LeeAnn Conlon, and to serve on the Junior Executive Committee.
Junior Treasurer – Erika Dobrotka

During my 1st year as your State Junior Treasurer, many of the expected activities for a treasurer were accomplished:  receipt of dues from District Treasurers, Membership tracking and reconciliation to dues received report prepared, remittance of said dues to Headquarters, bank reconciliations prepared, bills paid, executive committee & board meetings attended, budgets prepared and finance committee conference calls participated in, but a couple of unexpected but necessary activities were also encountered.

As some of you know, the dues remittance process was a little bumpy this year, so along with my counterpart Michelle Schultz, we discussed a streamlined process which was proposed and will be rolled out for the coming year.  Stay tuned for more on this.

The goals I set for myself as your State Junior Treasurer are still a work in progress.   I am in the process of capturing the historical membership statistics, documenting changes I would like to see in our reporting, and reviewing options to improve our financial model for state sustainability.  

Don’t get me wrong, being treasurer is not all work.  Fun is definitely had and many “treasured “friendships are formed and existing ones deepened.  
5th District Junior Director - Christina Brady

The 5th district is very unique in that we have 12 Junior clubs. We have one of the largest districts in the state. 

That means lots of great things going on in our district throughout the year. Not only do we have the opportunity to attend events and fundraisers put on by individual clubs our district holds meetings. Our annual meeting is the high light of the year. We come together to celebrate reporting and have our district fundraiser a quarter auction. We have a blast with the quarter auction. 

The job of a district junior director has been an ongoing learning process for me. I am very grateful that the position is for two years. This is my first introduction to something past club level. That first year is really trying to figure out the lay of the land. With one year under my belt I am defiantly looking forward to year two of this position. 

12th District Junior Director - Marsha Vaughn

My journey, as 12th District Director of Junior Clubs, has been a whirlwind. This is a position that I have said, “I’ll never do that position.” Look at me now! Some of my goals were to visit the junior clubs in my district and maintain communication between us. I have visited two Junior Clubs for their club meetings. Communication has been maintained through emails. Another one of my goals was to work with 12th District President, Barb Hoffman. Barb and I have worked together shoulder to shoulder. We discuss things over the phone and have met in person numerous times to discuss the direction we want to take for 12th District. One of our goals was to increase membership at the district level meetings as well as retaining members. I feel we have succeeded in this goal as we have had more members present at each of our Fall and Spring meetings.
I have attended 12th District’s Executive Board meeting where Barb and I planned out our first Fall Board meeting which was in November.  Also, I attended the Fall State Board meeting with Barb in Princeton. We received some wonderful information to share with our clubs. The most difficult task I have had so far was selecting a candidate for the Spark Plug award! Why? One of the candidates was my granddaughter. So I requested outside community members to read the resumes and let them select the recipients. Barb and I attended the Spring State Board meeting in March and received materials and ideas which we brought back and shared with our clubs. I also attended 12th District’s Spring Convention in March. Barb and I discussed a variety of Service Projects to present at our district meeting. Our first project was to collect items for the Illinois Veteran’s Home in our district at our Spring Convention. The representative of the home took back a car full of body care products for the veterans.

I am honored to hold this position of 12th District Director of Junior Clubs and will continue to strive to reach my goals.
17th /16th District Junior Director - Cathy Gregait 

My name is and I am the GFWC IL 17th/16th Junior District Director. My theme for my term is G.I.V.E. (Generosity Is Very Encouraging). There are eight junior clubs in my district. Our clubs come from the 16th and 17th District in the state of Illinois. The two districts were merged together at the junior level in 2015. During this past year as director I have attended the Orientation meeting, Summer Seminar, and hosted an executive board meeting during the summer. In the fall I attended the Central Reginal meeting, 17th District meeting, GFWC IL Board of Director’s meeting in Princeton, and then hosted the board meeting for our 17th/16th Junior district. After the holiday’s wrapped up, the end of January brought reporting time! This was my first experience receiving and judging the reports. Needless to say I was overwhelmed by the outstanding projects that our clubs do. In April we had our 17th/16th Junior District convention in Pontiac and I attended the 17th District Convention in Saunemin, IL and the 16th District Convention in Creve Coeur, IL. I have fully enjoyed my first year as junior district director and I am looking forward to the year ahead.
19th District Junior Director - Kelli Martin

Greetings from District 19 and the Champaign Urbana Juniors! As District Director of Junior Clubs, I am responsible for being a liaison between the junior clubs, the district, and GFWC IL. 

In the 19th District, there is only one junior club: The Champaign Urbana Junior Woman’s Club (CUJWC). 

My duties in this position so far have included attending District 19 meetings as well as GFWC IL State Board meetings and convention. I typically lead the Junior Pledge at the District meeting. I gather materials and learn information from State and District Chairman, as well as the 19th District President. I take this material/information and pass it on to the CUJWC President and our CU-Juniorette liaison. I report on district and state information at the CUJWC dinner meeting once each month. I also write short articles in our club journal for projects and fundraising such as the Let’s Make Change campaign, St. Jude, CRF partnerships, and domestic violence awareness/events. I tell CUJWC members about the Legislative Action Center and help members to sign up. I encourage members to take part in District and State meetings. If there were more clubs in my district, I would be a resource for them as well and would be able to speak at some of their meetings regarding district and state issues/events.

I have talked with some of the other clubs in my district about starting up a junior club in their area. One club is considering it and I will continue to discuss/plan this with them during the rest of my time in this position. I also helped connect a woman from another district with the people in her district to discuss how to set up a junior club in their area.

This position requires a few extra meetings and there are travel expenses to consider, but overall it does not take up a large amount of my time. I have definitely learned a lot more about GFWC IL and GFWC as a whole and can now explain more about the value of being part of a layered organization. It still amazes me how much we accomplish when we put all of our efforts together!
Junior Art Chair - Sue Bielenda

As Junior Art Chair I work closely with the General Art Chair.  We encourage all clubs to report on their arts projects.  

There were 17 clubs that reported on Junior Art projects this year.  There were 79 projects, 4,008 hours, $8,993.22 dollars donated and $2,647.55 in-kind donations.  

Several clubs collected change throughout the year for Pennies for Art.  Several clubs assisted art organizations either through donations or helping at events.    Many clubs participated in making centerpieces and favors for the GFWC Illinois Convention.  Several clubs made items for large craft fundraisers that their clubs organize and ran.  Club members submitted items for judging in the Art Room at the State Convention.  Several clubs did painting projects making inspirational plaques, painting trees on canvas, painting at a meet and greet membership activity or including friends and family members at a painting activity.  

We encourage everyone to bring items to the Art Room at Convention.  Please bring your homemade items such as: paintings, quilts, photos, etc. We love to look at the beautiful projects that our club members bring in.  

We encourage clubs to make a Piggy for Pennies for Pennies for Art.  The clubs are asked to bring the pigs to convention and we have the Pennies for Piggies parade at Convention.  

Please continue to do all the wonderful art projects that your clubs are working so hard on..  We love reading about them in your reports!
Junior Conservation Chair - Sara Gilbert

Conservation is defined as the “preservation, protection, or restoration of the natural environment, natural ecosystems, vegetation, and wildlife.”  GFWC Illinois Junior clubs have made great efforts this year toward this goal. We have focused on GOING GREEN to reduce, reuse, and recycle whenever possible. We have helped to increase local butterfly and bee populations by planting pollinator gardens and educating the public about these issues. Illinois clubs have also aided the Shawnee National Forest through donations and tree plantings. We have supported the GFWC Conservation Partner, The Nature Generation, so they can fill shelves with wonder across the nation by donating award-winning environmental books to libraries, schools, community centers, military bases, and pediatric hospitals. Robert Swan wrote, “the greatest threat to our planet is the belief that someone else will save it.” In the coming year, we will continue our efforts to safeguard natural resources in our state and community together.
Junior Education Chair - Kim Kalafut

“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.”  - Nelson Mandela

The goal of Education in the Community is to promote a commitment to lifelong learning by encouraging members and others to foster and support educational opportunities in their communities. There are many ways clubs can get involved with Education in their local communities.  

•
Get involved with your local library by volunteering to read to children, help with library card sign-ups, deliver books to 
seniors, conduct a book drive, or support legislative initiatives.

•
Start a Book Club within your Club.

•
Schools – many ways to volunteer and donate needed items.

•
Literacy – programs at libraries, colleges, universities and some adult centers.

•
Scholarships in any amount are helpful to local students heading to college or those returning to school later in life.

•
Epsilon Sigma Omicron – an honorary educational society open to all GFWC members.  It is a structured reading program 
focusing on self-improvement.

•
Grants – Focus on Literacy Club Grants – apply for up to $200 available for clubs to use for a variety of literacy-related 
needs.

•
GFWC Partnership - Hugh O’Brian Youth Leadership – leadership programs for high school students.

I am happy to pass on additional information or visit a Club to help facilitate any of these ideas or projects.  Feel free to contact me at foot8@comcast.net.  Cheers to forever learning!!
Junior Home Life Community Service Chair – Ruby D. Feeley 

# of GFWC IL Junior Woman’s Clubs – 44 

# of GFWC IL Junior Woman’s Clubs Reporting – 31 / 70%

What an awesome and rewarding year 2016 was for our Junior Clubs as evidenced in the Home Life reports I was privileged to read and further to recognize the clubs for their outstanding work.  The following represents the totals for our very caring Junior’s:



# of Projects
# of Hours
$’s Donated
In-Kind Donations



251                       4114
        
 $53,110

$60,956

A big THANK YOU to all 31 clubs who reported.  Volunteering your time for so many diversified projects and your time and monetary and in-kind donations have truly made a difference. Each and every one of you should be proud of your accomplishments and in your “helping design better lives”.  Juniors are truly “awesome”!

How fortunate I was to be teamed with Mary Jane Koester who serves as my counterpart as GFWC IL Home Life Chairman.  Her easy-going manner and sense of humor has made my first year serving on the State Board a very enjoyable one.

My year started with a presentation at the Northern Region Summer Seminar. I continue to work on my public speaking skills and one of my goals in the coming year is try to become more comfortable in front of an audience.

I attended all the State Board meetings and Mary Jane and I combined efforts in giving a presentation to the Board at one of the meetings and preparing articles for publication.  I spent 65 hours as chairman that included attending all meetings and researching for my presentations and articles.    

My goals for the coming year, now that I am more familiar with my role include: communicating via email with the Junior clubs highlighting the GFWC partners and resources available for each; provide useful information and handouts at meetings; and be available for questions or presentations at clubs.     
Junior International Outreach Chair - Beth Magoon 

There’s always a feeling of satisfaction when a project or donation is made to an organization in our immediate area, we enjoy helping our own communities.

Sometimes, clubs will step out of their community comfort zones and reach out to international organizations such as Operation Smile, Helping Babies Breathe, Heifer International, Shot@Life and Human Trafficking organizations, our 2017 - 2018 GFWC Partners. This does not preclude clubs from working with other International organizations such as Operation Christmas Child, etc.

As the GFWC Illinois Junior Chairman, it’s been my pleasure to offer clubs information on these organizations in order to open hearts to the world around us.

I have had the opportunity to visit a club in my district, pass out brochures and to  play International Outreach BINGO.  I made a donation to Heifer International and purchased BEES, making that donation in Honor of our own GFWC ILLINOIS Juniors.  

Our Junior Clubs have been very generous in the International Outreach Department stretching their hands a little further to the world around us.
Junior Leadership Chair- Debbie Monteith

As the new administration set sail, with my General Chairman Teresa Sandford-Shipplett we presented how to give a “Seaworthy” speech at the orientation meeting.  At Summer Seminar, Leadership had gone fishing, presenting the “Fish Philosophy” on how to build leadership skills.  We wrote our newsletter article on exploring the world of a Captain/Club President with some tips and tool to be a better leader on the vessel and under our chairmanship we presented “The World is Your Oyster” a topic on change and encouraged members to participate in the LEADS leadership training workshop at convention

As a chairman, I read and judged the clubs for their reports submitted under Leadership and selected those to receive awards at the Junior Business session.

As the Junior Leadership Chairman I put together the nomination forms for the awards of Junior of the Year, Outstanding Junior Service and the Spark Plug awards which are presentation at convention. At the board meeting I encouraged members to nominate/recognize dedicated club members for these awards.  I have written the presentation and selected gifts of recognition to be given as part of this prestigious award program under Junior Leadership.

This Leadership chairmanship is amazing, it gives you the opportunity to express ways to enhance leadership skills for members and to see members stepping up to accept the responsibilities of leadership in our GFWC Illinois Junior clubs.  

Junior Women’s History and Resource Center (WHRC) -1734 Society Chair - Donna Cross

This is the first time the GFWC IL Junior Board has a Women’s History and Resource Center-1734 Society Junior Chairman, and it has been a privilege for me to serve in this position. My counterpart, Diane Addante, has helped me get on board and she is a joy to work with.

Our goals for this administration were to increase understanding and support for GFWC 1734 Society and the Women’s History and Resource Center (WHRC). 

We introduced an incentive program in support of the 1734 Society. We asked that each club consider donating $17.34 to the 1734 Society from June 2016 to April 2017. All clubs/members who participated will be listed in the Illinois Convention Booklet and have a photo taken with the GFWC Dignitary at our GFWC IL Convention. The goal reached participation by 200 clubs/members. We hope to raise $3,500 for 1734 Society! 

This fund was established to ensure the preservation of our beautiful GFWC Headquarters in Washington, DC. We encouraged our members to check out the WHRC on the GFWC website, which is a great place to find information about programs on our GFWC history. 

We shared basic information on how to gather, preserve, and organize club archives as well as the importance of preserving their history.
Thanks for being on BOARD for this exciting time in GFWC history by engaging your members in our exceptional past and being part of our exciting future while we all strive to Helping Design Better Lives!

Junior Special Programs: Advocate for Children Chair – Allison Meyer

This year I have been honored to serve as the GFWC-Illinois Junior Special Programs: Advocate for Children Chairmen. The focus of this position is to encourage all General, Junior, and Juniorette clubs to make a difference through advocating for the world’s most valuable resource, children. I have had the opportunity to write articles for Clubwoman Magazine with a focus on empowering local clubs to plan new, revamp old, or make additions to existing programs that advocates and provides education about the needs of children. I have been able to share the importance of this focus by presenting at Summer Seminar and State Board meetings. While serving in this role, I have gained a considerable amount of personal development. I have had invaluable opportunities to learn by observing and participating in State Board meetings, networking with experienced and knowledgeable federation friends and challenging myself to grow as a Clubwoman and as a leader.  I have received communication from the General Federation of Women’s Clubs to deepen my understanding of GFWC and GFWC-Illinois processes and procedures.  I was privileged to judge state reports and was in awe of the amazing work being done across the state to advocate for children. As I continue into the next club year, I look forward to partnering and collaborating with our state clubs. I would like to increase clubs' knowledge of the wonderful work fellow clubs are accomplishing in the area of Special Programs. I look forward to being a visible and valuable resource to chairmen at local club levels.
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